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Le Coq d’Or Tavern — The Heart & Soul
of Yonge Street’s Music Strip
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1972 - Le Cog J'0r Tavern and the Edison Hotel with
= Scottish Farade walking by, ot Yonge & Gould Sts
(City of Toranto Archives, Fonds 492, Ttem 355)

PETELIRETEL was located at 333 Yonge St

(between Gould St and Dundas St, on the east
side) in the Downtown Yonge area of Toronto.

Before the Famous Venue

In the late 1940s, before the tavern became one
of the most renowned rock'n'roll venues in the
heart of the Yonge Street strip, Le Coq d’Or was
a fine dining restaurant and cocktail lounge. The
building’s two upper floors were home to
Olympia Bowling and Billiards.

Ronnie Hawkins & Making Rock’n'Roll History

1953 - Ronnie Hawkins performing st Le Cog 07,
November 14, 1963 (York University Libraries, Clara
Thomas Archives & Special Collections, Toronto.
Telagram fonds, 45C00077)
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In the late 1950s and 1960s, the tavern became
a wildly popular club with the music scene
exploding in Toronto. The venue was to become
host to many musicians, including Ronnie
Hawkins, Bo Diddley and Goldie and the
Gingerbreads.

In 1958, Arkansas-born Hawkins and his band,
The Hawks, came up to Canada. They began
playing venues in Ontario, eventually landing in
Toronto, becoming regular performers at Le Cog
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