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April 24, 2022	                 	                  Second Sunday of  Easter                   Elizabeth Whelan

Virtual Liturgy at 11 AM on Zoom.
 
Thank you, Fr. Paul, for celebrating with us.  

Reflection: by Lee Piepgrass

The last sentence of Father Prakash's Easter homily left us thinking of hope. I have been doing that through the week. It has been something of a tough slog, so I am writing the reflection that I need to read.

First I found myself thinking of the friends of Jesus during the days immediately following his death. Having no internet or public news sources, I speculate, based somewhat on some of my own losses, that they intensely focused on their own devastating loss. They were coping with the emptiness left in the wake of the death of this strong, compassionate, charismatic, vulnerable, wise, personable, complex, deeply spiritual and entirely grounded, faithful, committed and divine friend. Individual, personal losses, and also a loss that must have seemed insurmountable at the level of the fledgling community .
Then this week we read of Jesus' showing up in their midst, and not once but twice, apparently in one week. And while he wasn't with them in the same way, they felt the reality of his presence, and now had a path, a vision, and were able to find the next steps, steps in which we still do our best to walk. Pretty quick turnaround, I say.
Today, though, with all of the grim news we know and share freely from so many sources, the way forward is not always clear to me, or maybe there are many ways. There are so many losses. And so, in my quest for hope, I turn to two of my most reliable resources for reassurance.
The first, who I have quoted here before is the mystical and plain-spoken Annie Dillard, who reminds me: “There were no formerly heroic times, and there was no formerly pure generation. There is no one here but us chickens, and so it has always been. . . In fact, the absolute is available to everyone in every age. There never was a more holy age than ours, and never a less. . . In any instant the sacred may wipe you with its finger. In any instant, the bush may flare, your feet may rise, or you may see a bunch of souls in a tree. In any instant, you may avail yourself of the power to love your enemies; to accept failure, slander, or the grief of loss . . . Purity's time is always now.”
The other helper to whom I turn is Cardinal Suenens, one of the leading lights, or maybe better, one of the luminous leaders, of the Second Vatican Council. I heard him speak once, and I will always remember his gently stunning presence. His words on hope, at times like this, when hope can be a rare commodity, are always comforting, and challenging. `
Why are you a man of hope?
“Because I believe that God is born anew each morning. Because I believe that God is creating the world at this very moment . . . It is happening now: we must be ready therefore to expect the unexpected from God. ..Who would dare to say that the love and imagination of God were exhausted?...
Hope is not a dream, it is a responsibility. To hope is a duty, not a luxury. To hope is not a dream, but to turn dreams into reality.

Readings:	 	
Today:  Acts 5.12-16               Psalm 118          Rev 1.9-11, 12-13, 17-19           John 20.19-31
May 1:  Acts 5.28-32, 40-41    Psalm 30           Revelation  5.11-14                    John  21.1-19

Liturgy Schedule 
Date						Planner(s)                                        Priest       
Today:                                    	      Lee Piepgrass                                    Fr. Paul McAuley

May 1					     Sharon McCarthy			Fr. Jack Costello		May 8                                                 Sylvia Skrepichuk                           	Fr. Prakash Lohale
May 15                                               Rita Shaughnessy	         		Fr. Jack Costello
May 22                                               Mary Lou Halferty                             	Fr. Prakash Lohale 
May 29                       Maryanne Stone-Jiménez & Roberto Jiménez            Fr. Paul McAuley                                    

June 5                                            Mary & John MacMillan            		 Fr. Jack Costello                                                               
June 12      	               	                 Brenda Holtkamp		         	 Fr. Ron McDonell
June 19                                          Lindsay & Bill Watson                              Fr. Bob Holmes                                     
June 26                                              Elizabeth Whelan                    		 Fr. Paul McAuley         

This schedule, as always, is flexible.  If you cannot do the liturgy on the given date, we ask you to switch with another planner, or find a replacement.  Just be sure to tell the People Progress reporter, so that we all know.                   

To All: If you would like to help, or coordinate/plan a liturgy, please let Elizabeth Whelan know.
  
People Progress Schedule:
April:  Elizabeth Whelan — erwhelan@icloud.com
May:   John MacMillan — met191970@gmail.com
June: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher
Summer (Liturgy Sundays) Maryanne Stone-Jiménez


Announcements: 
•    Liturgies: Thank you, planners, our priests, and also our priest finder/arranger, 
     Bill Watson. We are incredibly blessed!
     
     As the schedule shows, we now have priests until June 26. 
     Just as a back-up, there is a temporary 'liturgy template' published below. 

Egg cartons:  Please continue to save your empty egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats, You can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them.     

April Birthdays: Happy Birthday to:
4 Art Blomme   5 Evan Mayer   5 Clare Morgan    9 Kieran Gillis      16 Mary Corrado       
20 David Walsh      20 Tony Shaughnessy     23 Brenda Holtkamp      24 Joan Schmidt       
30 John Scandiffio     30 Lindsay Watson

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses: Re-printed weekly for reference: 
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings; check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm.      		 
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage /be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)

A temporary template for lay-led liturgies:
Opening prayer
Readings of the day,
Reflective sharing (after the gospel) 
Prayers of the community 
Lord’s prayer 
Kiss of peace. 
(Music)
Announcements


   

