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Virtual Liturgy at 11 AM on Zoom.

Thank you, Fr Prakash for celebrating with us.  

Reflection:
There are many voices that bombard us each day.  One verse of today’s Gospel really 
resonated with me.  “My sheep listen to my voice, I know them and they follow me”.  
These words are ones of healing, relationship, intimacy, trust, calling us to deep listening and finally to action.  We need time in silence and prayer to be drawn into that relationship.  We need time to listen to the voice of God within, to discern the authentic voice of the Good Shepherd.  The first reading assures us that as we are drawn into that relationship, we will be energized to go out and be Christ in the world despite difficulties.  The second reading also assures us that in struggles, suffering, difficulties, listening deeply to the voice of God within, we are not alone.  The Good Shepherd is with us, opening up pockets of light, showing us a way forward, although we may not be fully conscious of this “voice” at the time.  

I want to say a little more about this “voice” of the Good Shepherd, the voice of God, of the Christ.  Today is Mother’s Day.  My mother died at 94 in January 2013. She was a woman of great faith.  Throughout my life, especially in times of struggle, I would call her.  She lived in Thunder Bay; I was in Whitby.  Just the sound of her voice would ground me, bringing some calm into my fears and anxiety, allowing me to see some light.   I remember telling a friend when I wasn’t able to reach my mother one time when she had been taken to emergency many years before her death, that all I wanted to hear was my mother’s voice.  This was long before the time of cell phones.  After she died, it was one of the things I missed the most, her voice.  I still hear it when I am anxious. Just cool it!
How does this connect to the voice of the Good Shepherd.  For most of us, our mother’s voice, is the first one we hear, while we are still in her womb.  If we are fortunate, it is the voice of love, of belonging, of anticipation.  Although we are not conscious of this, it is how we first hear the voice of God, giving us identity and dignity.  That voice is imprinted in us.

All of Creation is the body of Christ.  What are the other “voices” of the Good Shepherd? The cries of the poor, the marginalized, the oppressed, those caught in war, all those who care for them, all those who shout and work for social justice and peace.  
All the sounds of Creation which embodies Christ: the singing of birds, wind rustling through the trees, waves lapping or pounding on shores.  All of these are the voice of the Good Shepherd calling us to live in wonder and awe and to work for ecological justice.

I invite you to listen deeply to the voice of the Good Shepherd in its many manifestations.

Matthew Fox has written about Motherhood, Creativity, the Divine Feminine and the Christ in his Daily Meditations this past week. I invite you to read and reflect on these as well.

Sylvia Skrepichuk



Readings:	
May 8: Acts 13-14: 43-52	Psalm 100	Revelation 7.9: 14b-17	John 10: 27-30
May 15: Acts 14:21b-27	Psalm 145	Revelation 21: 1-5		Johjn 13:1,31-33a,34-35

Liturgy Schedule
Date				Planner					Priest	              

May 8 				Sylvia Skrepichuk				Fr. Prakash Lohale 
May 15 			Rita Shaughnessy 				Fr. Jack Costello 
May 22 			Mary Lou Halferty 				Fr. Prakash Lohale 
May 29 			Maryanne Stone-Jiménez & Roberto Jiménez Fr. Paul McAuley 
June 5 				Mary & John MacMillan 			Fr. Jack Costello 
June 12 			Brenda Holtkamp 				Fr. Ron McDonell 
June 19 			Lindsay & Bill Watson 			Fr. Bob Holmes 
June 26 			Elizabeth Whelan 				Fr. Paul McAuley 

This schedule, as always, is flexible..Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date, or if we are having a lay-led liturgy, and you would rather not lead the liturgy. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.
			
People Progress Schedule:
May: John MacMillan — met191970@gmail.com 
June: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher 
Summer (Liturgy Sundays) Maryanne Stone-Jiménez 

Announcements:
•  Egg cartons: Egg cartons: Please continue to save your empty egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats, You can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them. 

May Birthdays: Happy Birthday to you all!
May 1 Janette McCabe; May 3 Gregory Wright; May 5 Nathan Gillis and Lee Piepgrass; 
May 5 Al Sobanski and (May 21) Rosemary Sobanski; May 8 John MacMillan and May 10 Tanya MacMillan and May 21 Sara MacMillan; May 20 Angela Blomme; May 21 Simon Paul; May 24 Art Mayer and Daniel Mayer; May 26 Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher and Brian Shaughnessy; May 27 Maria Pimental; May 30 Virginia Edman; June 1 Lauren Watson.

Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings; check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm.      		 
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage /be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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