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May 22, 2022		 		6th Sunday of Easter	                John MacMillan

Virtual Liturgy at 11 AM on Zoom.

Thank you, Fr. Prakesh for celebrating with us.  

Reflection:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Many years ago, when I was teaching Religion to high school students, I would start Religion class by asking a student to read the Gospel of the day. Then I asked the kids to tell us what they thought the passage was about, what insights or questions they had. 

I always felt some trepidation when I saw John’s gospel ahead. The response to these questions drew only blank expressions and /or confusion from the students. 

Most students knew their way around the Synoptic gospels--- the familiar stories, the parables. But they did not usually know much about the lives and the challenges of the apostles after the death of Jesus. The story ended at the cross. 

I remember thinking as we worked together that these teens were learning about the adolescence of their own faith as we delved into the writings of John and his colleagues----Paul, Barnabas, Silas and so many others. These men (and surely women) were arguing, discussing and debating who should be part of this new church. What was fair to ask of those who wished to join the church. Delegates were sent out from Jerusalem to bring the wisdom of the elders and Apostles to the discussions. What would we find if we were to drop in on that period in our faith’s history? 
Excitement, sharing and urgency. 
Many people wanted to become part of a Christian community. 

They had heard of Christ’s miracles, his healings. 
They had heard and believed: 
That he cared for the sick. 
That he defended the oppressed. 
That he was fair and just. 
They wanted to be followers of Jesus. 
And most critically he offered a path to Eternal Life. 

PS: This morning I picked up an article by Sister Joan Chittister published in a May edition of National Catholic Reporter. She is bemoaning the loss of a part of our church. She calls it a “massive shift” in our church, “the sound of which gets more muffled every day.” It is unattended, and unaddressed. It is centered on the seismic change in the presence of women and their roles in the church. roles of service. . 

Women have created the services, run them and broadened their base, e.g., schools and hospitals. Since 1970 we have lost 75% of these women.


It struck me how much had changed in the structure of our religious vision. Early in the first century leaders and believers were zealous about the teaching, the practices and the strength of the Church. Today we have become careless about our outreach and the importance of our Institution. There is much work to do.

Mary Lou Halferty

Readings:	
May 22: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29	Psalm 67	Revelation 21:10-14; 22-23	John 14:23-29
May 29: Acts 1:1-11		Psalm 47	Ephesians 1:17-23		Luke 24:46-53 

Liturgy Schedule
Date				Planner					Priest	              

May 22 			Mary Lou Halferty 				Fr. Prakash Lohale 
May 29 			Maryanne Stone-Jiménez & Roberto Jiménez Fr. Paul McAuley 
June 5 				Mary & John MacMillan 			Fr. Jack Costello 
June 12 			Brenda Holtkamp 				Fr. Ron McDonell 
June 19 			Lindsay & Bill Watson 			Fr. Bob Holmes 
June 26 			Elizabeth Whelan 				Fr. Paul McAuley 

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date, or if we are having a lay-led liturgy, and you would rather not lead the liturgy. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.
			
People Progress Schedule:
May: John MacMillan — met191970@gmail.com 
June: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher 
Summer (Liturgy Sundays) Maryanne Stone-Jiménez 

Announcements:
•  Egg cartons: Egg cartons: Please continue to save your empty egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats, You can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them. 

May Birthdays: Happy Birthday to you all!
May 1 Janette McCabe; May 3 Gregory Wright; May 5 Nathan Gillis and Lee Piepgrass; 
May 5 Al Sobanski and (May 21) Rosemary Sobanski; May 8 John MacMillan and May 10 Tanya MacMillan and May 21 Sara MacMillan; May 20 Angela Blomme; May 21 Simon Paul; May 24 Art Mayer and Daniel Mayer; May 26 Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher and Brian Shaughnessy; May 27 Maria Pimental; May 30 Virginia Edman; June 1 Lauren Watson.
Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings; check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm.      		 
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage /be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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