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July 24, 2022			      17th Sunday after Easter Mary              Maryanne & Roberto

Virtual Liturgy at 11 AM on Zoom.

Thank you, Fr. Paul for celebrating with us.  

Reflection: Helena Burnstein

Today’s readings begin with Abraham negotiating with God to prevent the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Obviously, God has informed Abraham of this plan and is totally open to Abraham’s suggestions of finding fifty good people down to at least ten.

This is the first instance in scripture of such a reciprocal relationship between God and human beings and it sets a precedent for understanding that God wants to engage with us—wants us to ask for what we need for ourselves and others. 

Most of us would become irritated by Abraham’s unending pleading.  Likewise, in today’s gospel, we are admonished to be persistent in asking for what we need in the well-known passage, “Seek and you shall find…..” 

Last week’s first reading was the previous chapter in Genesis which is about Abraham and Sarah offering enormous hospitality to three strangers passing by. Biblical exegesis understands them to have been angels—emissaries of God whom Abraham was addressing in today’s reading.

(As an aside, I find it fascinating that the very well-known icon, (my favourite) of the Trinity by Rublev in the fifteenth century was actually named, ‘The Hospitality of Abraham’ and is said to depict the visit of the three divine angels.)

Unfortunately, we must still grapple with the subsequent destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah:

I cannot believe the synchronicity of suddenly hearing someone on CBC radio criticizing God for destroying Sodom and Gomorrah while I was relaxing during last Monday’s heat wave and thinking  about my reflection.  The programme on Ideas was called URBICIDE: What happens to people when entire cities are destroyed?  Nasser Rabbat, an architect, and MIT professor claims, “…destroying cities is actually destroying connectivity between people.” He asks, “Why does God punish moral infractions with the destruction of the whole community?”   I will provide
access for our community to this programme because it is well worth considering and discussing.

  While pondering God’s encounter with Abraham I kept thinking of a story I learned two years ago from the Jewish mystical tradition about 36 people in every generation who preserve the world – – akin to hidden saints.  Whom would you consider to be one of the 36 in our present generation? 
 


Readings:	
July 24: Genesis 18:20-32			Psalm 138	Colossians 2:12-14		Luke 11:1-13
July 31: Ecclesiastes 1:2,2:21-23		Psalm 66	Colossians 3:1-5,9-11	Luke 13:13-21
                   			

Liturgy Schedule
Date				Planner					Priest	              
July 24         			Helena Burnstein 				Fr. Paul McAuley
Aug. 14 			Pat Smiley          				Fr. Prakash Lohale
Aug. 28        			Sheila & Rob Barrett                 		Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.
			
People Progress Schedule:
Summer (Liturgy Sundays) Maryanne Stone-Jiménez 

Announcements:

· The Sunday Community Potluck Supper Gatherings are back!  There will be another gathering this summer on Saturday, August 20, starting just after 5 PM. (One hour street parking until 6 PM.) 

The gatherings will be outdoors — weather permitting. If it rains, we will come indoors. If you cannot do stairs to the deck, there is an area at ground level that is accessible.

It's Potluck! Please bring a dish to share. Bring something that you like to eat! Liz will prepare several dishes but would like to know how many people will be coming. So please RSVP, by email erwhelan@icloud.com or by phone: 416-924-5583

Please contact Liz for directions to her home.

· Egg cartons: Please continue to save your empty egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats; you can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them. 

July Birthdays: Happy Birthday to you all!
	6: Bob Holmes CSB and Lauren Mayer
	7: Lesley Ann Halferty
	8: Bernadette Cromien and Kim Curry
	11: Barbara Landry

	14: Mary Alice O’Connor Hayes
	20: Luke Wintjes
	23: Bert Laqua

	24: Ted Schmidt and Claire Gordon

	28: Patrick Slaney

	29: Joan Pennings

	29: Diane Quintas
	



Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings; check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm.      		 
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage /be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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