Our Sunday Community: Looking Back, Looking Ahead

Greetings to all,
On Sunday, June 26th 2022, we celebrated the last Mass of our regular year. Most of us have been wondering what lies ahead. At one point it looked as though a return to in-person Masses would be complicated, maybe impossible. However, after more contact with the School Board, we are welcomed back on the generous terms of olden days. We will be able to share communion and sing together.  Alleluia!!

This is how this option should look:
· Sunday Celebration at 11am
· We are in the Life Skills Room of Monsignor Fraser School (formerly St.  Peter’s Elementary).
· We will have 2 ½ hours. Our main expenses are a stipend for our priests and for the services of a custodian. 

Some folks may want, of course, to continue to celebrate virtually. Health, weather and distance are serious considerations for many of us as we sense a Canadian winter moving in behind us; and some live too far away be able to join in person. So, it is clear and urgent that we provide a virtual presentation for those who want to remain involved.  We don’t want to lose any one.

So, we will need a good “broadcast” for those who cannot be present.  Zoom, Owl. Or??????
It seems logical that we will have those who will come in person when able but go virtual if necessary.
Coming in person means:
· time to chat and to hear from fiends
· an opportunity to plan liturgies together
· the possibility of going to lunch with other members of community               
· Enjoying pot-luck at Liz’s once-in-awhile. 

This little community goes back over 50 years. It was created to serve people coming to Canada after the 2nd World war.  Some folks came as refugees, some came to find work. Some brought their new marriage and young families to this community.

It was a world of the new, of the unfamiliar; changes and challenges abounded. The leader of the community was Father Frank Stone, a visionary Paulist priest and uncle of our Mary-Anne, and of Bob Stone.  He offered this support in the context of our faith. He was a much respected and loved leader. There are still folks involved with the community today from early days and many more folks stay in touch.

The pandemic narrowed our path for quite a while. There has been great loss and suffering.  We were blest to be joined by so many new folks come to worship with us, to enrich our community, to open our eyes.

As God’s people, we are going to need each other in order to understand what is asked of us in the days ahead.
Mary Lou Halferty
Liturgy Planning for September 2022 and Beyond: The Options

In-Person Liturgies:
It looks like it will be possible for our Sunday Community to hold in-person liturgies again starting in the Fall. Right now we’re looking at October of 2022.
· The public health situation with regard to COVID-19 has continued to improve in recent months.  However, we have to watch this closely, because as of mid-July 2022 we are being told that Canada and Ontario are entering into a “Seventh Wave” of COVID-19, centered on a branch of the Omicron variant. Health experts are warning that a significant increase in infections and hospitalizations could lead to a re-imposition of restrictive health protocols.
· It is once again possible to apply for permits with the Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB), and specifically, our group can apply for a permit to use the classroom at Msgr Fraser Annex in which we have celebrated the Eucharist for the past few years.  Moreover, it looks like the fee structure for this permit will be at the same low and manageable level that we have been asked to pay in past years.
· NOTE: a permit application has been submitted to TCDSB on behalf of our Sunday Community for the use of the classroom at Msgr. Fraser for the Sundays of the coming school year.  We expect the permit will be approved.
· The permit timing is as in the past: permit from 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM, with the Eucharist taking place from 11:00 AM until Noon, or shortly after.

Zoom Liturgies:
Over the past 2 ½ years, during the pandemic, we have held our Sunday liturgies via Zoom.  This has allowed a number of people from more distant places to join in the life of our community, which has been an enriching spiritual experience for all of us.  In planning for a return to in-person liturgies, a strong desire has been expressed to find an online method for our far-away members to continue to be part of our gatherings.

Even in the case of people who live close enough to come to in-person liturgies, or who have attended our in-person liturgies in the past, there has sometimes been the view expressed that they would like to continue with the option of joining the liturgies via Zoom, at least sometimes. 

Hybrid Liturgies:
Doing both things, namely gathering for in-person liturgies AND having people participate online, is usually referred to as a “Hybrid” gathering.  Hybrid meetings and events are frequently used now to conduct meetings, prayer and worship services, and other types of events.

For our Sunday Community to conduct a “Hybrid Liturgy”, we would need”
a. Internet connection:
We are inquiring about getting permission to use the Wi-Fi system in the school.  If that turns out not to be possible, we may be able to use someone’s personal internet connection.
b. Appropriate technical hardware:
We are looking into a system marketed by Owl Labs.  The Owl device contains, in one small device, the following: 360-degree camera; 360-degree microphone; 360-degree speaker.  This device, placed centrally in the in-person space, can pick up voices and images of those in the room and send them to the Zoom hook-up so that those on line can see and hear them. 
The faces of those who are on line will be seen on the screen of the laptop we would be using, but could also be projected to a wall or screen if we can access a projector.

Priests:

We have been fortunate and very blest with the priests who have been available to minister to us over the years through the celebration of the Eucharist and their spiritual guidance.  Bill Watson continues to remain in touch with our circle of priests, and will work with them around scheduling liturgies for our community, whether virtual or in-person.

Sunday Community Survey:

In order to plan for September 2022 and beyond, we need input from the whole of our Sunday Community. A set of survey questions are provided in the email that has been sent to you.  Please take time to indicate your answers to the questions and to send your responses back to Brian Halferty:
bhalferty@yahoo.ca

We will keep you up-to-date on where the planning is going and what will be happening with our Community celebrations.


Love and best wishes to all,
Brian and Mary Lou Halferty
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