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August 28, 2022			 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time                Maryanne & Roberto

Virtual Liturgy at 11 AM on Zoom.

Thank you, Fr. Paul McAuley for celebrating with us.  

Reflection: Sheila & Rob Barrett

‘On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of one of the leading Pharisees and they watched him closely’, not for anything they might learn from him, they were watching closely to find out anything they could use against him (read Luke 14 verses 2-6, which are left out of our reading, to find out why they were watching him so carefully). The minds of the Pharisees were closed against Jesus, who is the ‘Light of the world’, and they lived in the darkness Jesus referred to when he says, ‘The man who follows me will never walk in the dark but will live his life in the light.’ John 8:12

The Pharisees in today’s gospel display such an egotistical self image. They are so ambitious to gain the coveted places of honour at the banquet, a place near the host, that they are unable to see their true selves made in the image of God.

In our daily lives, if we can spend a few moments placing ourselves in the presence of God, we can realise, with God’s help, that we are vulnerable, weak, incomplete, imperfect and dependent on the gift of love from God that we can never earn or deserve or merit. Our life, our talents, our capabilities are all gifts from God, and we should recognise that they are not for our exclusive use or enjoyment. We should be confident and generous in using them in the service of others. This is true humility and humility is living in the truth. (This is the theme of the first reading). We can be inspired to develop this attitude as we read the following verses of St Paul to the Philippians, an attitude quite opposite to the scrabbling of the Pharisees for the best places at the banquet.

‘Now if your experience of Christ’s encouragement and love means anything to you, if you have known something of the fellowship of his Spirit, and all that it means in kindness and deep sympathy, do make my best hopes for you come true! Live together in harmony, live together in love, as though you had only one mind and one spirit between you. Never act from motives of rivalry or personal vanity, but in humility think more of each other than you do of yourselves. None of you should think only of his own affairs but should learn to see things from other people’s point of view. Let Christ Jesus be your example as to what your attitude should be.’ Philippians2:1-5

The wedding banquet Jesus refers to in his parable can be seen as a parable of the Kingdom of God. Flor McCarthy has this reflection on the parable, ‘We should not be concerned about seeking a place of honour in that kingdom, as James and John did. We should regard it as a privilege and a gift to be invited at all. In any case in the Kingdom of God every place is a place of honour.’

The Eucharistic meal we are celebrating today is also a banquet. The Lord himself is our host, and we who are all ‘first born sons and citizens of heaven’ are invited. We come to Jesus ‘the mediator who brings a new covenant.’

There are two things we want to share with you which are not directly connected with today’s liturgy, but which we have come to appreciate in the last few weeks. One is from Psalm 58 and the other is a poem by Wendel Berry called The Peace of Wild things.

O my strength, it is you to whom I turn,
for you, O God, are my stronghold,
the God who shows me love. Ps 58:10

When despair for the world grows in me
and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,
I go and lie down where the wood drake
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.
I come into the peace of wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
And I feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting with their light. For a time
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.

One last thing, on a personal note we thank God that we are part of the Sunday Community. You have helped us towards an ever-growing vision of what it means to live as a Christian in our world of today.

Readings:	
August 28:	Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29	Psalm 68	Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a	Luke 14:1,7-14
Sept. 11: 	Ex 32:7-11, 13-14		Psalm 51	1 Tm 1:12-17			Luke 15:1-32
                   			
Liturgy Schedule
Date				Planner					Priest	              
Aug 28        			Sheila & Rob Barrett                 		Fr. Paul McAuley
Sep 11  			Maryanne and Roberto			Fr. Jack Costello
Sep 18  			Lee Piepgrass
Sep 25  			Greg Gillis					Fr. Paul McAuley
Oct 2   			Lindsay & Bill Watson
Oct 9    			Mary Lou Halferty				Fr. Paul McAuley
Oct 16   			Art Blomme
Oct 23   			Mary & John MacMillan			Fr. Ron McDonnell
Oct 30   			Sheila & Rob Barrett			Fr. Ron McDonnell
Nov 6
Nov 13									Fr. Paul McAuley

Note: All liturgies for Sep, Oct, and Nov 13 will be on Zoom.
Brian and Bill are working on in-person liturgies for Nov 6 and Nov 20 (Zoom as well)

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.
			
People Progress Schedule
September: Elizabeth Whelan
October:     John MacMillan
November:  Maryanne S-J and Roberto J
December:  Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher

Announcements:

Liturgy Planning for the Fall of 2022: Brian Halferty
As has been announced a couple of times in verbal announcements, a few members of the Sunday Community have been putting their heads together to plan for our Sunday liturgies for future months. Also, the results of the Community Survey are still coming in, and we are looking carefully at those. Here’s how things are looking so far:
1. Our schedule of weekly Masses for 2022-23 will begin on Sunday, September 22, 2022, via ZOOM. We will continue with weekly Masses on Zoom through September, and October and beyond.
2. We are tentatively planning to schedule two in-person Masses at Msgr Fraser Annex as follows:
· Sunday November 6, 2022
· Sunday November 20, 2022
Our plan is that these Masses will also be available via Zoom, making them “hybrid” events in which people can participate in person or online.
3. Following those two “hybrid” liturgies, we will evaluate the effectiveness of doing it that way, and we may then schedule regular “hybrid” liturgies once or twice a month through the rest of the year, while continuing with the Zoom liturgies on all other Sundays.
4. Evaluation of the “hybrid” liturgies will especially focus on how well the technology works for us. We will be trying out a device called the “Meeting Owl 3”.  This device has a purchase price of $1,399.00 CD, plus tax.  If we try it and find it unsatisfactory, we can return it if we do so within 30 days.

Further information will be available as we go along.  Please feel free to ask any questions you have or to make any suggestions you wish to make.  You can send any of this to Brian, at bhalferty@yahoo.ca 

· Egg cartons: Please continue to save your empty egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats; you can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them. 



August Birthdays: Happy Birthday to you all!
	1: Pierrette Zanasco
	3: Patrick Gallagher

	10: Martha Crean

	11: Katherine Engels
and Valerie Shaughnessy

	12: Mary Stone
	13: Tina Neves
	14: Roberto Morgan
	17: Maria DiPaolo

	19: Brian Halferty
and Catherine Walther
	25: Meghan Wright

	26: Brian Gibson & 
Sarah Gordon
	27: Linda Branston

	30: Naomi (Calla)

	
	
	



Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings; check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm.      		 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage /be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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