
People Progress   
						Sunday Community

October 9, 2022			 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time          John MacMillan

Virtual Liturgy at 11 AM on Zoom.

Thank you, Fr. Paul for celebrating with us.  

Reflection:  
Illness, Tragedy and Prayer

Leprosy is a chronic and infectious disease that attacks skin and muscles. It is debilitating, disfiguring and ultimately lethal if untreated.  In Jesus’ time there was no cure. No hope. Can you imagine the isolation that leprosy imposed, the fear of violence and pain that would follow you?  It must have been a walking death.

One can understand why Jesus was called to relieve the pain of these lepers – and they weren’t even his own people.  There was no great fanfare to mark this healing.  But it was an enormous miracle offered to alleviate suffering and indignity.  It reveals much about Jesus and his relationship with us and all his people.

We know that Jesus was reticent about offering miracles and cures – as early as the wedding in Cana where he refused to improve the family’s wine.  He did, indeed, relent, probably to please his mother.

Growing up in my home involved praying. This meant kneeling around my parent’s bed to say the Rosary, often twitching and moaning till we were free to rejoin our friends on the street.  We were the original “the family that prays together stays together.”

When I was not quite a year old, my brother was killed in a car accident.  My mother told me that Tommy would look after my sister and me from his place in heaven.  This offered more anxiety than solace. What happens to children who do not have a Tommy in heaven?  What about the family who loses a child in a shooting where other families escape such a tragedy?  Who if any one chooses these outcomes? Is our God capricious?  Of course not!

There were many things I didn’t learn, things I missed. I found formal prayer restricting, repetitive. I didn’t listen to the needs of others. My Nan told me one time that I was wasting God’s time with some minor matter.  She was right, but I wish she had told me in a gentler way with more suggestions. More education.

I’m beginning to see that prayer becomes more important when we need it.  And even more important when someone we love needs it. I prayed for all kinds of material things: the good luck to get out of trouble; exams; relationships. I did pray for my sister and our fragile relationship.

I have come to believe that faith and devotion mature as we do.  Our friendship with Christ holds us and leads us to what we need, not just what we want.  But that requires that we spend time with Christ, know his story and live by it.

Today when we want to express condolences or concern to someone in need, we offer our thoughts and prayers. Personally, I want to make that prayer more robust and when I offer to pray for someone to be sure that I will do it.

Some months ago, a visitor to our liturgy explained the different uses of the word “faith.” For him, faith was not just the framework of his religion but a deep trust in our God – an eternal presence of what we need, an eternal availability.  I really like that.

Mary Lou Halferty

Readings:
Oct 9:	    2 Kings 5:14-17		  Psalm 98	        2 Timothy 2:8-13	      Luke 17:11-19
Oct 16:    Exodus 17:8-13		  Psalm 121           2 Timothy 3:14-4:2           Luke 18:1-8
Liturgy Schedule
Date				Planner					Priest	
Oct 9    			Mary Lou Halferty				Fr. Paul McAuley
Oct 16   			Art Blomme                                              Fr Prakash Lohale           
Oct 23   			Mary & John MacMillan			Fr. Ron MacDonell
Oct 30   			Sheila & Rob Barrett			Fr. Ron MacDonell

Note: All liturgies for Sep, Oct, and Nov 13 will be on Zoom.
Nov. 6 and 20: We are tentatively planning to schedule two in-person Masses at Msgr. Fraser Annex as follows:
Our plan is that these Masses will also be available via Zoom, making them “hybrid” events in which people can participate in person or online.
Following those two “hybrid” liturgies, we will evaluate the effectiveness of doing it that way, and we may then schedule regular “hybrid” liturgies once or twice a month through the rest of the year, while continuing with the Zoom liturgies on all other Sundays.
Evaluation of the “hybrid” liturgies will especially focus on how well the technology works for us. We will be trying out a device called the “Meeting Owl 3”.  This device has a purchase price of $1,399.00 CD, plus tax.  If we try it and find it unsatisfactory, we can return it if we do so within 30 days.

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.
			
People Progress Schedule
October:     John MacMillan
November:  Maryanne S-J and Roberto J
December:  Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher

Announcements:
Egg cartons: Please continue to save your empty egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats; you can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them, and has shared the recent 'collection' with two neighboring farmers in need.

October Birthdays: Happy Birthday to
1.     Jon Corrado
2.     Matthew Dunbar
2.     Ann Murphy
2.     Barbara Podgorski
5.     Kate Jackson
5.     Sylvia Skrepichuk
7.      Margie Calla
18.    Molly Sutkaitis
18.    Roswita Zgraja
19.    Tedd Dillon
19.    Dwyer Sullivan

Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings; check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm.      		 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage /be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
2
