
People Progress   
						Sunday Community   

October 30, 2022			 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time          John MacMillan

Virtual Liturgy at 11 AM on Zoom.

Thank you, Fr. Ron for celebrating with us.  

Our reading from the Book of Wisdom is an astonishingly moving prelude to our gospel reading for this Sunday – the meeting between Jesus and Zacchaeus. The writer of Wisdom places us in the humbling and awe-inspiring presence of God, to enable us to realise how abundantly merciful God is to all people:

‘In your sight, Lord, the whole world is like a grain of dust that tips the scale …
 You are merciful to all, because you can do all things and overlook men’s sins 
so that they can repent.’

The writer goes on to tell us that God is not only merciful but also loving:
‘You love all that exists.’

If we put part of this passage from Wisdom in our own words, and say:
‘Everything you made you loved first, so that nothing you made you did not love,’
then this calls forth something in us that makes us see that, however deeply we may fall, God still loves usand, as Father Jack says, ‘He loves us to bits!’

This Wisdom reading and today’s gospel tells us that no one is outside the realm of God’s love and mercy.

In the gospel we see Zacchaeus being drawn to Jesus, possibly because he had heard so much about him from other people. Now he wants to see Jesus for himself. Whilst Zacchaeus was seeking Jesus, in fact, Jesus was seeking Zacchaeus and, of course, Jesus is seeking us as well. Christ’s mercy is shown in that he invites himself into Zacchaeus’ house. It was through this personal face to face encounter that Zacchaeus began to see his life in a totally different way. and this leads to a genuine change of heart and a decision to put things right in his life. Jesus recognises this metanoia in Zacchaeus and affirms his “conversion” with the words:
‘Today salvation has come to this house.’

This life-giving encounter makes us reflect on the importance in our lives of meeting Jesus in prayer, in the scriptures and in the Eucharist.

Pope Francis urges us to realise, in the following reflection, that the love and mercy of Jesus is always present in our lives.

‘The Lord’s love is greater than all our problems, frailties and flaws. He embraced the Prodigal son, he embraced Peter after his denials, and he always, always, always embraces us after every fall, helping us to rise and get back on our feet. Because the worst fall, and pay attention to this, the worst fall, the one that can ruin our lives, is when we stay down and do not allow ourselves to be helped up. His forgiveness and salvation are not something we can buy, or that we have to acquire by our own works or efforts. His self-sacrifice on the cross is so great that we can never repay it, but only receive it with immense gratitude and with the joy of being more greatly loved than we could ever imagine: ‘He loved us first’ (1 John 4:19). ’

Bob and Sheila Barrett

Readings:
Oct 30:    Wisdom 11:22-12:2	  Psalm 145	        2 Thess. 1:11-2:2	      Luke 19:1-10
Nov 6:	     2 Macc. 7:1-2;7,9-14	  Psalm 17	        2 Thess. 2:16-3:5	      Luke 20:27-38

Liturgy Schedule
Date				Planner					Priest	          
Oct 30   			Sheila & Rob Barrett			Fr. Ron MacDonell
Nov 6				Rita Shaughnessy				Fr. Ron McDonnell
Nov 13			Sharon McCarthy				Fr. Paul McAuley
Nov 20			Elizabeth Whelan				Fr. Prakash Lohale

Advent begins on Nov 27.
From advent coordinator Maria diPaolo:	

As Liz has already let you know I am the Advent Coordinator this year.  Please let me know if you would like to be assigned to one of the four Sundays: 27 November (1st), 4 December, (2nd), 11 December (3rd) or 18 December (4th).  We need one or two people for each mass. All Advent masses will be on Zoom.  Please reply directly to me at mfdipaolo@bell.net.  Note that I am not on the Sunday Community email list so if you respond using “reply” I will not get your email and everyone else will!

Here is a link to the liturgical calendar for 2022/23 — Year A: https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-2023.pdf for the readings.

The duties of liturgy planners for Advent are the same as those for our regular Sunday virtual masses except that we are also asking you to ask the celebrant to light the appropriate Advent candles on their Advent Wreath at the start of mass.

• Call the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy and ask them to light the Advent Candle(s) at the start of the mass at their own location.
• Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
• Line up readers for the first and second readings and check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:

• Greet the group
• Give a brief introduction to the liturgy
• Be prepared to do a reading (if one of the volunteer readers is unable to log-in)
• Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements) 

Maria


From Brian Halferty:
As you know, we have been announcing a return to in-person Sunday Masses.  We had lined up permits to use our room at Msgr Fraser Annex on Sunday Nov. 6 and Nov. 20, and to have these liturgies also available on Zoom, making them "hybrid" events (both in-person and online).

Unfortunately, we are now finding it necessary to CANCEL these plans.  The face-to-face gatherings will NOT happen on those dates, and we will be continuing with the weekly Zoom liturgies for the foreseeable future.

The principal reason for this cancellation is the ongoing concern about COVID-19. Some of our people, including among our priests, are worried about getting back together at a time when the infection rate of COVID in the community at large is rapidly rising again.  In Ontario, the rate of hospitalizations because of COVID is also rising, and is now higher that it has been in over a year. 
We will therefore exercise "an abundance of caution", to use a phrase that has become familiar to us, and hold off on getting together in person for the time being. We retain our "approval" to book permits with the school board and can easily set up new dates in the future.
Brian

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

Brian
			
People Progress Schedule
October:     John MacMillan
November:  Maryanne S-J and Roberto J
December:  Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher

Announcements:
Financial update
As of October 30, we have
Bank balance	$2,181.54
Cash			     $43.20
Subtotal                   $2,224.74
*Less money owed	   $300.00
Total	                      $1,924.74
Money owed refers to cheques mailed but not yet cashed.


Egg cartons: Please continue to save your empty egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats; you can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them, and has shared the recent 'collection' with two neighboring farmers in need.

October Birthdays: Happy Birthday to
1.     Jon Corrado
2.     Matthew Dunbar
2.     Ann Murphy
2.     Barbara Podgorski
5.     Kate Jackson
5.     Sylvia Skrepichuk
7.      Margie Calla
18.    Molly Sutkaitis
18.    Roswita Zgraja
19.    Tedd Dillon
19.    Dwyer Sullivan

Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings; check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm.      		 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage /be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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