





People Progress
Sunday Community

Third Sunday of Advent
										


Virtual Liturgy at 11 AM on Zoom.

Thank you, Fr. Paul McAuley for celebrating with us.  YOU are a GREAT MAN!

Reflection:  (BY:  Sylvia Skrepichuk!)
On Thursdays, I often participate in a Bible reflection from Sabeel Palestinian Liberation Theology Centre in Jerusalem, led by Naim Ateek, an Anglican priest, now retired, and one of the founders of Sabeel. The reflection on the Gospel was taken from Thursday’s study.

Traditionally the third Sunday in Advent is called Gaudete Sunday when the pink candle is lit on the Advent wreath.  Guadete meaning “Rejoice” can be interpreted to mean “joy” or some would use “hope”
The first reading for today from Isaiah speaks profoundly of joy, joy for all people, for all of creation…
	The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
	The desert shall rejoice and blossom…
Later:
	The ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
	Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

At this time of drought, famine, war, climate disasters, etc…this passage of joy can truly seem eschatological at best, or at worst, pure fantasy.

The second reading from James does address the “hope” of this Sunday and of this Advent season.  We are to be patient, “strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near”

The gospel continues this a little but more importantly presents us with a dilemma, a paradox of this hope, this promise of joy.  

Last week’s gospel focused on the preaching and action of John the Baptist.  He lived in the harsh wilderness, spoke truth to power, calling the Pharisees “a brood of vipers”, warned of a God of vengeance who will come with terrible recompense without a metanoia in the people.  He is the final prophet of the Old Covenant, a relative and probably mentor of Jesus.
He is now in prison, confused about Jesus’s action and mission, one of healing, teaching, liberating.  John must have wondered is this the “Messiah”, the warrior king that the Jews had been patiently awaiting. He sends his disciples to ask. 

 Jesus has another interpretation; he is a non-violent Messiah, one who is bringing about a New Covenant, the Reign of God.  Jesus does not admonish John’s actions and mission. In fact he affirms them.  But Jesus goes beyond them announcing the Reign of Love in Christ where the “the blind receive their sight, the lame walk…the poor have good news brought to them”.   

In this Reign, Isaiah’s prophecy of joy for all creation can be fulfilled.  Rejoice.

Come Lord Jesus.  Maranatha

Sylvia Skrepichuk

Readings:
TODAY	Isaiah 35: 1-6a,10	Psalm146	      James 5: 7-10		Matthew 11: 2-11	
Dec. 18	Isaiah 7:10-14	Psalm 24	     Romans 1:1-7		Matthew 1:18-24
Dec. 25	Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7	Psalm 96	     Titus 2:11-14		Luke 2:1-16	
(CHRISTMAS DAY!!!!!!!!!)

Liturgy Schedule
Date					Planner					Priest	__________          
Advent
11 Dec – 3rd Sunday		Sylvia Skrepichuk				Fr. Paul McAuley
18 Dec – 4th Sunday		Lindsay and Bill Watson			Fr. Prakash Loha
Dec 24 – Christmas eve     	Greg Gillis                                                Fr. Prakash Lohale


Time for Christmas Eve Liturgy is 7 p.m.

The Liturgy schedule for 2023 until Lent.

Date                  Planner(s)                                            Priest
Jan 8                 Mary & John MacMillan                       Fr. Paul McAuley                     
Jan 15               Art Blomme                                         TBA
Jan 22               Lee Piepgrass                                     Fr Prakash Lohale
Jan 29               Helena Bernstein                                TBA
Feb 5                Lindsay & Bill Watson                         Fr. Prakash LohaLe
Feb 12              Maryanne S-J & Roberto J                 Fr. Paul McAuley
Feb 19               Elizabeth Whelan                              TBA

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
December:  Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher
January:      Elizabeth Whelan
February:    John MacMillan

Announcements:
Egg cartons: Please continue to save your empty egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats; you can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them and has shared the recent 'collection' with two neighboring farmers in need.

DECEMBER Birthdays: HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO !!!!!!! 
3rd	 Paul McCauley
4th	 Bill Fox
4th        Mary Beth Halfterty
5th       Daniel Quintas
6th	Jack Costello  (HIS BIRTHDAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!)
7th	Bob Stone
14th	Bill Wright
19th	Helena Burnstein


Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings; check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm.      		 
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage /be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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