





People Progress
Sunday Community  (Dec. 18)
Fourth Sunday of Advent
										


Virtual Liturgy at 11 AM on Zoom.

Thank you, Fr. Prakash Lohale for celebrating with us.  YOU are an AWESOME MAN!!!!

Reflection:  (by Lindsay and Bill Watson)  (We are all praying for you, LINDSAY – your loss is great.)

Be not afraid
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son

During Advent, I often find myself thinking about Mary with her newly discovered pregnancy.  
In my medical practice after a couple of thousand births, giving someone the news that they are pregnant is usually a happy, joyful event with wonderful hopes for the future. At the same time, the announcement can produce fear and anxiety, depending on the situation. And so it was for Mary when she discovered her pregnancy- not sure how it happened, who was the father and what will happen next.

But then the angel appeared to Joseph in a dream saying, “Be not afraid. Take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her was from the Holy Spirit. She is to bear a son, and you will name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

Mary and Joseph had to make a giant leap of faith to accept and trust in God, even though they didn’t quite understand how this happened and what the future held with this baby that was to be born.  

Richard Rohr suggests: “Ask yourself regularly, What am I afraid of? Does it matter? Will it matter in the great scheme of things? Is it worth holding on to?” We have to ask whether it is fear that keeps us from loving. Grace will lead us into such fears and emptiness, and grace alone can fill them, if we are willing to stay in the void. We mustn’t engineer an answer too quickly. We mustn’t get settled too fast. We all want to manufacture an answer to take away our anxiety and settle the dust. To stay in God’s hands, to trust, means that we usually have to let go of our attachments to feelings” 

One of our favorite Christmas carols is “Mary did you know?” by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene

With beautiful lyrics like:

“Mary did you know that your baby boy would someday walk on water; Mary did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters”. 

“When you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God”

Adapted from Richard Rohr and Living with Christ


Readings:
TODAY	Isaiah 7:10-14	Psalm 24	     Romans 1:1-7		Matthew 1:18-24
Dec. 25	Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7	Psalm 96	     Titus 2:11-14		Luke 2:1-16	
(CHRISTMAS DAY!!!!!!!!!)  (Merry Christmas!!!!!!!!!)

Liturgy Schedule
Date					Planner					Priest	__________          
Advent
TODAY – 4th Sunday		Lindsay and Bill Watson			Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 24 – Christmas eve     	Greg Gillis                                                Fr. Prakash Lohale


Time for Christmas Eve Liturgy is at 7:00 p.m.

The Liturgy schedule for 2023 until Lent.

Date                  			Planner(s)                                            	Priest		 
Jan 8                 			Mary & John MacMillan               Fr. Paul McAuley                    
Jan 15               			Art Blomme                                             TBA
Jan 22               			Lee Piepgrass                                         Fr. Prakash Lohale
Jan 29               			Helena Burnstein & Martha Crean          TBA
Feb 5                 			Lindsay & Bill Watson                             Fr. Prakash Lohale Feb 12                                          Maryanne S-J & Roberto J                      Fr. Paul McAuley
Feb 19               			Elizabeth Whelan                                    TBA

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
December:  Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher
January:      Elizabeth Whelan
February:    John MacMillan

Announcements:
Egg cartons: Please continue to save your empty egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats; you can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them and has shared the recent 'collection' with two neighboring farmers in need.



DECEMBER Birthdays: HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO !!!!!!! 
3rd	 Paul McAuley  (T.Y. PAUL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4th	 Bill Fox
4th        Mary Beth Halfterty
5th       Daniel Quintas
6th	Jack Costello  (HIS BIRTHDAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!)
7th	Bob Stone
14th	Bill Wright
19th	Helena Burnstein


Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings; check with Brian Halferty regarding the psalm.      		 
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage /be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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