LITURGY FOR SUNDAY JANUARY 8, 2023
The Feast of the Epiphany

Opening Hymn:
WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE
Matthew 2:1-11; John H. Hopkins, Jr.

1) We three kings of Orient are,
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.

Refrain:	O ___ star of wonder, star of night,
		Star with royal beauty bright,
		Westward leading, still proceeding,
		Guide us to the perfect light.,
		
2) Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,
Gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never
Over us all to reign.

3) Frankincense to offer have I,
Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Pray’r and praising, gladly raising, 
Worshipping God on high.

4) Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
Suff’ring, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

5) Glorious now, behold him arise,
Kin and God and Sacrifice;
“Alleluia, Alleluia!”
Sounds through the earth and skies.


Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 72):	

	Resp.: 		Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.


[bookmark: _Hlk52011424]Gospel Acclamation:	 	Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
				


Offertory:
AS WWITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD
William Chatterton Dix

1) As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold,
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright.
So, most gracious God, may we
Evermore be led to thee.

2) As with joyful steps they sped
To that lowly manger bed,
There to bend the knee before
Him whom heav’n and earth adore,
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek they mercy seat.

3) As they offered gifts most rare
At that manger rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure, and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee our heav’nly King.

4) Holy Jesus, every day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds thy glory hide.

5) In the heav’nly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown,
Thou its sun which goes not down;
There for ever may we sing
Alleluias to our King.

Holy, Holy, Holy:
			Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of hosts,
			Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
			Hosanna in the highest.  
			Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.	
[bookmark: _Hlk66442950]			Hosanna in the highest. 
			Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 


[bookmark: _Hlk74049003]Eucharistic Acclamation:		When we eat this bread and drink this cup
					We proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again.,
				

Great Amen:		Amen, Amen, Amen.



Lamb of God:	Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.
			Have mercy on us.   [TWICE]
			
			Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
			O grant us, grant us peace.




Communion: 		WHAT CHILD IS THIS?
			Tune: Greensleeves (English Traditional)
			Instrumental by Mike Watson














Closing Song:
THE FIRST NOWELL
English Carol, 17th Century

1) The first Nowell, the angel did say,
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain:	Nowell, Nowell,
		Nowell, Nowell.
		Born is the king of Israel.

2) They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

3) And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.

4) This star drew night to the northwest,
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
And there it did both stop and stay,
Right over the place where Jesus lay.

5) [bookmark: _Hlk123640594]There entered in those wise men three,
Full reverently upon the knee,
And offered there, in his presence, 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense.

6) Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
Who with the Father we adore
And Spirit blest for evermore.
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