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March 12, 2023                              3rd Sunday in Lent                          Maryanne & Roberto


Welcome Fr. Paul! Thanks for celebrating with us.

Psalm Response: If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
 
Reflection on the 3rd Sunday of Lent

In this third Sunday of Lent we have the themes of thirst and water. In Exodus the people are thirsty and exhausted from their journey in the desert and their faith falters and they start to grumble against God and Moses. This same thirst and exhaustion is something all of us on the spiritual journey encounter from time to time. We may find our prayer lives dry and unfulfilling making us even doubt God's existence, love, and faithfulness.

Perhaps like the Samaritan women we have found ourselves in relationships that fail, and we feel loveless and abandoned. St. John of the Cross called these spiritual deserts the Dark Night of the Soul where God hides his presence from the soul as a way of maturing the spiritual seeker and bringing them to a greater level of relationship with himself.

In the Gospel of John, an account of Jesus' ministry full of rich symbolism and depth we see the gentle wisdom of Jesus in action in his encounter with the Samaritan women. Jesus meets this woman like he meets us where we are at in our lives. Her initial suspicion and prejudice toward him as a Jewish man are quickly dispelled as this mysterious stranger seems to see deeply into her soul. He sees her pain, her loneliness, and her alienation and names it for her thereby disarming her and creating a sense of immediate intimacy. Her thirst for more is revealed and fulfilled in Jesus as he reveals himself as the spring of living water. This living water is God's presence which once experienced continues to deepen in us and draws us forward even amidst the difficulties of our lives.

We live in a world that is wracked by so much pain, despair, violence, hate and fear that ultimately as Jesus promised we will only find relief in this living water which is the life of God. This is also the peace that Jesus promised that the world can never give us. Jesus left us an example and teaching of nonviolence that will be fulfilled and fully explicated in his passion. His ultimate acceptance of his violent death at the hands of the empire and because religious hardness of heart will culminate in the Resurrection and this is where our faith and spiritual thirst will be satisfied.
Greg Gillis

Today’s Readings: 
Exodus 17:3-7		Psalm 95	Rom 5: 1-2, 5-8 		John 4: 5-42 
Readings for next Sunday:
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a	Psalm 23	Eph 5: 8-14 2  		John 9: 1-41 

Liturgy Schedule
Date        			Coordinator(s)                     			Priest_______
Lent 3 March 12 		Greg Gillis					Fr. Paul McAuley
Lent 4 March 19 		Mary and John MacMillan			Fr.Prakash Lohale
Lent 5 March 26 		Bill and Lindsay Watson			Fr. Ron McDonnell
April 2 (Palm Sunday) 	open
April 9 (Easter)    		Art Blomme					Fr. Ron McDonnell


The duties for our liturgy planners for Lent are the same as those for a regular Sunday virtual
mass.
· Call the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· **Ask him if there is anything special that he would like for the liturgy. **
· Prepare or find a reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday.
· Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a reflection.
· Line up readers for the first and second readings and the psalm.
· Check with Sylvia sylviaskre@hotmail.com 905-424-8392 regarding the psalm - if it is read or sung.

On the Sunday of the virtual Mass:
· Greet the group. Welcome visitors.
· Give a BRIEF introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if one of the volunteer readers is unable to log in).
· At Closing Announcements thank everybody who helped and those who attended.

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy onthe scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress reporter, so that we all know. At the moment, all liturgies will be on Zoom.

Would you like to plan or co-plan a liturgy? Just tell Elizabeth (Liz)Whelan.

People Progress: 
March: 	 Maryanne S-J and Roberto J
April:  	            Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher
May: 		 Elizabeth Whelan
June: 		 John MacMillan

Please send your items to the People Progress reporter by Thursday.
If you would like to become a reporter for People Progress, we would love to have you join the team. Please let Liz know. 

Announcementsl44orm2-574 ext.
· Egg cartons: Please continue to save your egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats; you can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them and has shared the recent “collection” with two neighboring farmers in need.

Birthdays: Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns!
March 3 Gwen Schauerte
March 8 Adrian Olsthoorn
March 10 Greg Gillis
March 11 David Mealey
March 11 Marianne Scandiffio
March 16 Francine Gillis
March 16 Eric Moncrieff
March 20 Rosemary Gray-Snelgrove
March 23 Guillermo Banuelos
March 29 Jean Leahy  
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