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March 26, 2023                                 5th Sunday in Lent                                Maryanne & Roberto


Welcome Fr. Ron! Thanks for celebrating with us.

Psalm Response: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
 
Reflection on the 5th Sunday of Lent

The thought of death feels frightening and final. It hurts to think too much about death, especially for our loved ones and ourselves.

Adapted from Richard Rohr OFM “What is life and What is death.” “Humans are the only creatures who have knowledge of their own death. Its awareness creeps up on us as we get older. All other animals, plants, and the cycles of nature themselves seem to live out and surrender to the pattern of mortality. This places humans in a state of anxiety and insecurity from our early years. We know on some level that whatever this is that we are living will not last. This changes everything, probably more than we realize consciously. So, our little bit of consciousness makes us choose to be unconscious. It hurts too much to think about it.”

On this last Sunday before Palm Sunday, we dare to look at the “last enemy,” death. And the only way we can dare to part the curtain and view death is to be told about our resurrection from it! Yet, I assume we all know that Lazarus did eventually die. What then is the point of this last dramatic “sign” before Jesus’ own journey toward death?

An important clue is given right before the action, when the disciples try to discourage Jesus from going back to Judea where he is in danger. Jesus says calmly, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? When a person can walk without stumbling? When he sees the world bathed in light.” Jesus refuses to fear darkness and death. Quickly he adds, “Our friend Lazarus is sleeping, I am going to wake him.” (John 11:9–11)

Those who draw upon the twelve hours, who see the world bathed in light now, have begun to see the pattern. As is often the case with wise people, they let “nature nurture them.” Yes, the other hours of darkness will come, a metaphor for death, but now we know that it will not last. It is only a part, but not the whole of life—just as the day itself is twelve hours and night is the other twelve, two sides of the one mystery of Life. Jesus’ job is simply to “wake” us up to this, as he did Lazarus and the onlookers. Once you are awake to the universal truth, then physical death is no enemy to be feared. “Do you believe this?” he says (11:26).

And then in a final brilliant finale to the story, he invites the onlookers to join him in making resurrection happen: “Move the stone away! Unbind him, and let him go free!” It seems that we have a part to play in creating a culture of life and resurrection. We must unbind one another from our fears and doubts about the last enemy, death. We must now “see that the world is bathed in light” and allow others to enjoy the same seeing—through our lived life. The stone to be moved is always our fear of death, the finality of death, any blindness that keeps us from seeing that death is merely a part of the Larger Mystery called Life. It does not have the final word.”

Submitted by Bill and Lindsay Watson



Today’s Readings: 
Ez. 37: 12-14 			Psalm 130	Rom 8: 8-11 		John 11: 1-45

Readings for next Sunday:
Mt 21: 1-11          Is 50: 4-7 12:1-4	Psalm 22	Phil 2:6-11	Mt 26:14—27:66

Liturgy Schedule
Date        				Coordinator(s)                     			Priest_————————–——————————————————————————————————————
Lent 5 March 26 			Bill and Lindsay Watson		Fr. Ron McDonnell
April 2 (Palm Sunday) 		Sharon McCarthy			Fr. Ron McDonnell
April 9 (Easter)    			Art Blomme				Fr. Ron McDonnell

The duties for our liturgy planners for Lent are the same as those for a regular Sunday virtual
mass.
· Call the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· **Ask him if there is anything special that he would like for the liturgy. **
· Prepare or find a reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday.
· Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a reflection.
· Line up readers for the first and second readings and the psalm.
· Check with Sylvia sylviaskre@hotmail.com 905-424-8392 regarding the psalm - if it is read or sung.

On the Sunday of the virtual Mass:
· Greet the group. Welcome visitors.
· Give a BRIEF introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if one of the volunteer readers is unable to log in).
· At Closing Announcements thank everybody who helped and those who attended.

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy onthe scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress reporter, so that we all know. At the moment, all liturgies will be on Zoom.

Would you like to plan or co-plan a liturgy? Just tell Elizabeth (Liz)Whelan.

People Progress: 
March: 	 Maryanne S-J and Roberto J
April:  	            Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher
May: 		 Elizabeth Whelan
June: 		 John MacMillan

Please send your items to the People Progress reporter by Thursday.
If you would like to become a reporter for People Progress, we would love to have you join the team. Please let Liz know. 

Announcementsl44orm2-574 ext.
· Egg cartons: Please continue to save your egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats; you can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them and has shared the recent “collection” with two neighboring farmers in need.

Birthdays: Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns!
March 3 Gwen Schauerte
March 8 Adrian Olsthoorn
March 10 Greg Gillis
March 11 David Mealey
March 11 Marianne Scandiffio
March 16 Francine Gillis
March 16 Eric Moncrieff
March 20 Rosemary Gray-Snelgrove
March 23 Guillermo Banuelos
March 29 Jean Leahy  



