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				     Sunday Community
April 2, 2023                              Passion (OR “PALM”) Sunday                                __ _Mary Lou J-B 


Welcome Fr. Ron! Thanks for celebrating with us.  (YOU are a special person!!!!)

Psalm Response:  My God, my GOD, why have you forsaken me?
 
Reflection on Passion (“PALM”) Sunday
By Maria di Paulo
Our dark side lurks within.  Today’s readings are in contrast to, and a corrective for, the triumphal joy of the first creation story that proclaims that we were created in the image of God.  What could this God look like in whose image we are supposed to have been created?  Knowing nothing about the abstract mysterious God the only concrete part of this comparison is “us”, so it is natural to project ourselves back onto God.  If we are in God’s image, then God must be somewhat like us.  We must be good because we are somewhat like God.  We are powerful because God is powerful so being powerful is OK.  We have dominion over the earth because God said so.  That those who are stronger have a right to dominion over others is a logical consequence.
Matthew’s Gospel of the Passion thoroughly disabuses us of these ideas.  It is overflowing with all sorts of examples of the dark side of our character: jealousy, resentment, avarice (why did Judas betray Jesus? the money he was offered could not have been the only reason), cruelty, blood lust (the mob), cowardice, ineffectuality (Pilate, Peter, the other disciples who did nothing), and others.  These are all characteristics that stem, in some way or another, from the concept of having a licence to “power”. 
In the first reading from Isaiah, the servant of the Lord says that he has been given the “tongue of a teacher” but also that the Lord “wakened” his ear “to listen as those who are taught”.  A teacher who does not listen to his or her students is a dictator.  Being human means being aware and considerate of, and listening to, others, something which, we note, lots of people were not and did not do in the Passion. 
In the second reading Paul explains that, though Christ “was in the form of God, [he] did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited”, so neither should we.  Paul adds that “being found in human form, he [Jesus] humbled himself”, and so should we.
Maria di Paolo

Today’s Readings: 
Mt 21: 1-11          Is 50: 4-7 12:1-4	Psalm 22	Phil 2:6-11	Mt 26:14—27:66
Two Weeks from today  (2nd Sunday of EASTER!)
Acts 2:42-47	    Psalm 118		1 Peter 1:3-9		John 20:19-31
	



Liturgy Schedule
Date        				Coordinator(s)                     			Priest_————————–——————————————————————————————————————
April 2 (Palm Sunday) 		Sharon McCarthy			Fr. Ron McDonnell
April 9 (Easter)    			Art Blomme				Fr. Ron McDonnell
April 16 (2nd Sunday of EASTER)	Mary Lou & Brian Halferty		Fr. Jack Costello
April 23 (3rd Sunday of EASTER)      Elizabeth Whelan			Fr. Paul McAuley 
April 30 (4th Sunday of EASTER)	Maryanne S-J & Roberto J.		Fr. Paul McAuley


The duties for our liturgy planners for Lent are the same as those for a regular Sunday virtual mass.
· Call the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· **Ask him if there is anything special that he would like for the liturgy. **
· Prepare or find a reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday.
· Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a reflection.
· Line up readers for the first and second readings and the psalm.
· Check with Sylvia sylviaskre@hotmail.com 905-424-8392 regarding the psalm - if it is read or sung.

On the Sunday of the virtual Mass:
· Greet the group. Welcome visitors.
· Give a BRIEF introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if one of the volunteer readers is unable to log in).
· At Closing Announcements thank everybody who helped and those who attended.

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy onthe scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress reporter, so that we all know. At the moment, all liturgies will be on Zoom.

Would you like to plan or co-plan a liturgy? Just tell Elizabeth (Liz) Whelan.

People Progress: 

April:  	            Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher
May: 		 Elizabeth Whelan
June: 		 John MacMillan

Please send your items to the People Progress reporter by Thursday.
If you would like to become a reporter for People Progress, we would love to have you join the team. Please let Liz know. 

Announcementsl44orm2-574 ext.
· Egg cartons: Please continue to save your egg cartons for Elizabeth Stocking. She welcomes cartons and flats; you can deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. She thanks everyone who has contributed them and has shared the recent “collection” with two neighboring farmers in need.





Birthdays: Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns!

4.	Art Blomme		20	David Walsh
5.	Evan Mayer		20	Tony Shaughnessy
5.	Clare Morgan		23.	Brenda Holtcamp
9.	Kieran Gillis		30.	John Scandiffio
16.	Mary Corrado		30.       Lindsay Watson	

IT SEEMS THAT OUR PARENTS were !!!!!!!Quite BUSY!!!!!!! IN JULY.

