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Thank you, Fr. Ron, for celebrating with us.

Reflection: Sheila and Rob Barrett

In today’s psalm we pray,

                   But you, God of mercy and compassion
                    slow to anger, O Lord,
                   abounding in love and truth,
                   turn and take pity on me. 

The psalmist recognises that being human we are weak and fail so often, and that we need God’s help to keep going.  This recognition of our weakness and tendency to stray from the ways of God is expressed in a prayer which can be found in the Anglican Book of Common Prayer,

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways, like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done, and there is no health in us.

Pope Francis has much to say about our human condition, and he reminds us frequently of God’s mercy and forgiveness,

The Lord’s love is greater than all our problems, frailties, and flaws…. He embraced the prodigal son, he embraced Peter after his denials, and he always, always, always embraces us after every fall, helping us to rise and get back on our feet. Because the worst fall, and pay attention to this, the worst fall, the one that can ruin our lives, is when we stay down and do not allow ourselves to be helped up. His forgiveness and salvation are not something we can buy, or that we have to acquire by our own works or efforts…. His self-sacrifice on the cross is so great that we can never repay it, but only receive it with immense gratitude and with the joy of being more greatly loved than we could ever imagine: ‘He loved us first’ (1 Jn 4:19)

What Francis tells us here is echoed in the final line of our first reading from the Book of Wisdom,

and you have given your sons and daughters the good hope that after sin you will grant repentance.
   
Praying for repentance and forgiveness may sometimes be a difficult task, yet St Paul assures us that,
      
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words.

However much we pray, we will never stop being human, and we will always need God’s mercy and forgiveness as we strive to be disciples of Jesus. It was with this in mind that we had the idea that the parable in today’s gospel, of the wheat and the weeds (darnel in some translations), could be applied to each one of us. Although we are children of God, guided by the Spirit we are prone to be distracted by the devices and desires of our own hearts. But, like the prodigal son, we can turn back to our Father with repentance and hope. God does not condemn us because of our weaknesses.

The wheat and the weeds are so evident in the world in which we live. We have only to read the headlines in the newspapers or on line to be made aware of this. The problem of evil affects us all, and yet we are still called to be disciples, to be the presence of God’s love and compassion. As St Francis is reputed to have said, ‘Preach always, and if necessary use words.’

Flor McCarthy has an interesting and encouraging insight relating to today’s gospel. He says,

Isn’t it strange that Jesus, who had no trace of a weed in him could be so understanding towards those  who failed to measure up? He refused to weed out Judas. Rather, he loved him to the end. And he   refused to weed out Peter. He saw the weeds in Peter’s life, but he saw the wheat too. He knew that   with encouragement the wheat would prevail. And it did. We too must believe that people (and this includes ourselves) can change. Just because someone has a past, does not mean he/she can’t have a future.

We would like to conclude with a poem on this theme written by George Herbert (1593-1633) called ‘Love bade me welcome’. It could be seen as an entrance antiphon to our mass, where the God who is Love, in a welcoming voice, asks us, even urges us, to come into his house and participate in his Eucharist.  (We have used the original 17th century spelling)       

    
    Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back,
                Guiltie of dust and sinne.
    But quick-ey’d Love, observing me grow slack
                From my first entrance in,
    Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
                If I lack’d any thing.

    A guest, I answer’d, worthy to be here:
              Love said, You shall be he.
    I the unkinde, ungratefull? Ah my deare,
                I cannot look on thee.
     Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
               Who made the eyes but I?

      Truth Lord, but I have marr’d them: let my shame
                    Go where it doth deserve.
       And know you not, sayes Love who bore the blame?
                    My deare, then I will serve.
        You must sit downe, sayes Love, and taste my meat:
                       So I did sit and eat.
                                                    

Readings: 
July 23: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19     Psalm 86    Romans 8:26-27    Matthew 13:24-43

The Liturgy schedule:

Date                  		      Planner(s)                                        Priest		 
July 23			Sheila and Rob Barrett			Fr. Ron MacDonell
Aug 13			Helena Burnstein		      		Fr. Ron MacDonell
Aug 27  			Pat Smiley					Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.

For now, all liturgies will be on Zoom.

People Progress Schedule
Summer:   Maryanne S-J and Roberto J: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com and urosma@gmail.com
Sept:         Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
 
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks, Elizabeth.

Announcements:
· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whellan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks from both Elizabeths!

Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)

                                                   •     •     •
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)

July and August Birthdays: Happy Birthday!!!
	JULY
6 Bob Holmes CSB
6 Lauren Mayer
7 Lesley Ann Halferty
8 Bernadette Cromien
8 Kimberly Curry
11 Barbara landry
14 Mary Alice O’Connor Hayes
20 Luke Wintjes
23 Bert Laqua
24 Ted Schmidt
24 Claire Gordon
28 Patrick Slaney
29 Joan Pennings
29 Diane Quintas

	AUGUST
1 Pierrette Zanasco
3 Patrick Gallagher
10 Martha Crean
11 Katherine Engels
11 Valerie Shaughnessy
12 Mary Stone
13 Tina Neves
14 Robert Morgan
17 Maria DiPaolo
19 Brian Halferty
19 Catherine Walther
25 Meghan Wright
26 Brian Gibson
26 Sarah Gordon
27 Linda Branston
30 Naomi (Calla)
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