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Thank you, Fr. Ron, for celebrating with us.

Reflection: Helena Burnstein

As a child I recall being mesmerized by God’s booming voice to Moses in Cecil B. De Mille’s ‘The Ten Commandments’ extravaganza. 

In today’s reading occurring two centuries later, (in the same place), Elijah struggles to discern the voice of God.

Elijah is perhaps the most beloved prophet of the Jewish people. In fact, tradition says that he did not die, but was taken to heaven. He is seen in Judaism as the precursor to the messiah which is why a place is set for him at every Passover table and someone opens the door to invite him in.

In today’s passage we find Elijah in a state of despondency after he ‘messed up’. The Canaanite queen, Jezebel, sought to kill him after he slaughtered the priests of Baal that God had never requested. He left and fled to Beersheba where it is said that angels fed him and tended to him until he was well enough to go to Mt. Horeb (Sinai). where God was to meet him. Tradition says that he waited for God at the same ‘cleft in the rock’ (cave) where Moses had encountered God.)

“…Then the Lord…. went by. There came a mighty wind….but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there came an earthquake but the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake there came a fire. But the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there came the SOUND of a GENTLE BREEZE. And when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his cloak , and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.”

Surely this is also our invitation—to be still enough to hear the voice of God in the gentle breeze, in the ‘sheer silence’ (nrsv) used in Canada (which is closest to the original Hebrew: Kol Demama Daka —a voice of gentle silence!)

In this encounter, God restored Elijah, sending him to anoint Elisha as his successor and companion.

We, too, are called to be attentive to the ‘still, small voice’ of God. Henri Nouwen, who wrote out of his own experience of suffering, has suggested that we need to cultivate a ‘direction’ of solitude as opposed to solitude as a solution. In reference to Elijah, he wrote:

“Every time we enter into solitude we withdraw from our windy, earthquaking,
fiery lives and open ourselves to the great encounter. (…we often discover our own restlessness, drivenness and compulsiveness..,,) But when we persevere…we slowly come to hear the still, small voice and to feel the gentle breeze…” (Life of the Beloved)

I would invite us to reflect upon (and perhaps share) an experience of the ‘God of the gentle  breeze’ in the midst of personal or collective struggle. 


Readings: 
Aug 13: 	1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a     Psalm 85    Romans 9:1-5    Matthew 14:22-33

The Liturgy schedule:

Date                  		      Planner(s)                                        Priest		 
Aug 13			Helena Burnstein		      		Fr. Ron MacDonell
Aug 27  			Pat Smiley					Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.

For now, all liturgies will be on Zoom.

People Progress Schedule
Summer:   Maryanne S-J and Roberto J: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com and urosma@gmail.com
Sept:         Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
 
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks, Elizabeth.

Announcements:
· Notes from Elizabeth/Liz Whelan:
1. Community Potluck Dinner #3, the last one this summer, will take place on Saturday, September 2, at 5:15 PM AT 154 Walmer Road, Toronto, M5R 2X9.

Elizabeth/Liz will send an email reminder, with details, to the Sunday Community in late August.

2. The new Liturgy schedule, with zoom and in-person liturgies, will have to be very flexible, We always said the schedules 'were not written in stone,' and asked the planner(s) to switch with another planner(s ) when needed. This practice will continue, and may become more frequent, so I ask for your patience and understanding.

If you cannot do the liturgy on your scheduled date, please switch with another planner, or send an SOS email to the
community for a volunteer planner.

3. I hope to have the fall schedule by August 27. Thanks, Elizabeth/Liz

· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whellan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks from both Elizabeths!

•     •     •

Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)
                            
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)

July and August Birthdays: Happy Birthday!!!
	JULY
6 Bob Holmes 
6 Lauren Mayer
7 Lesley Ann Halferty
8 Bernadette Cromien
8 Kimberly Curry
11 Barbara Landry
14 Mary Alice O’Connor Hayes
20 Luke Wintjes
23 Bert Laqua
24 Ted Schmidt
24 Claire Gordon
28 Patrick Slaney
29 Joan Pennings
29 Diane Quintas

	AUGUST
1 Pierrette Zanasco
3 Patrick Gallagher
10 Martha Crean
11 Katherine Engels
11 Valerie Shaughnessy
12 Mary Stone
13 Tina Neves
14 Robert Morgan
17 Maria DiPaolo
19 Brian Halferty
19 Catherine Walther
25 Meghan Wright
26 Brian Gibson
26 Sarah Gordon
27 Linda Branston
30 Naomi (Calla)
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