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August 27, 2023		        21st Sunday in Ordinary Time	   Maryanne & Roberto

Thank you, Fr. Paul, for celebrating with us.

Reflection: Patricia Smiley

As many of you know, I am not a great theologian.  My United Church of Canada upbringing taught me to look at the Bible from my own point of view and try to make sense of it all in the context of my own life and what it meant to me.  I have enjoyed sharing my thoughts with the community in the past, but right at the moment I am a bit dismayed by my own inability to make sense of this.

I know myself that the Gospel has often been used to justify the Roman Catholic Church's previous insistence on its place as the one, true church.  I'm sure particularly those of you who are "cradle" Catholics can remember those days.  I am deeply uncomfortable with that and can only say that in the past I have changed the subject if this was spouted at me in conversation.  Peter did go on after Jesus' bodily death to lead the early church,

What does this mean to us, now, in the 21st century?

Why did Matthew include this incident in his Gospel (remember, the Good News of Jesus Christ)?

I have no answer for that question - I am simply trying to share with all of you who read this my own struggle these days with this reading in particular.

It is important to hear this, to listen to this and even if in historical use, or misuse, to consider what its real importance is.  And if I want to contextualize this, I can do so in the context of the readings which we find in our lectionaries on a daily basis.  In all of them there are reminders that whatever human beings think they have built for themselves of the good life, God can take it away very quickly and make his followers slaves, poor, without home or the possessions we associate with home.  Just ask those Canadians who have lost their homes, businesses to the wildfires currently raging in much of our country.

Why did Jesus choose Peter as the rock on which the church was to be built?  Because he was in the context of his time an ordinary human.  Jesus saw that.  I'm not sure Jesus expected his followers to be extraordinary.  We are all simply human beings trying our very best, with our doubts, and sometimes our denials of our faith to be the rocks on which our community of believers is founded.

And there I am going to end this bit of preaching.  Please share (as Paul always gives us time to) your own thoughts and reflections on my reflections, and even my struggles with pre-Vatican 11 teachings.


Readings: 
Aug 27: 	Is 22:19-23     Psalm 138    Romans 11:33-36    Matthew 16:13-20

The Liturgy schedule:

Date                  		      Planner(s)                                        Priest		 
Aug 27  			Pat Smiley						Fr. Paul McAuley
Sept.10 			Maryanne S-J  & Roberto J            		Fr. Paul McAuley
Sept 17 			Maria di Paolo & Elizabeth Whelan     	Fr. Jack Costello 
Sept 24 			Art Blomme                                     	Fr. Ron MacDonell    

Oct 1               		………… ? ………….                               ……………
Oct 8 			Sheila & Rob Barrett              		Fr. Paul McAuley
Oct 15 			Lindsay & Bill Watson                  		Fr. Jack Costello
Oct 22 			Sharon McCarthy                      		Fr. Ron MacDonell
Oct 29 			John & Mary MacMillan              		Fr. Ron MacDonell
    

At the moment, we will have two, in-person, liturgies at Msgr Fraser: Sep 17 and Oct 15. Also, since we don't have a priest for Oct 1, would someone be willing to do a lay-led Zoom liturgy that day? Please let Elizabeth/Liz Whelan know.

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.

For now, all liturgies will be on Zoom.

People Progress Schedule
Sept:         Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
 
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks, Elizabeth.

Announcements:
· Notes from Elizabeth/Liz Whelan:
1. Community Potluck Dinner #3, the last one this summer, will take place on Saturday, September 2, at 5:15 PM AT 154 Walmer Road, Toronto, M5R 2X9.

Elizabeth/Liz will send an email reminder, with details, to the Sunday Community in late August.

2. The new Liturgy schedule, with zoom and in-person liturgies, will have to be very flexible, We always said the schedules 'were not written in stone,' and asked the planner(s) to switch with another planner(s ) when needed. This practice will continue, and may become more frequent, so I ask for your patience and understanding.

If you cannot do the liturgy on your scheduled date, please switch with another planner, or send an SOS email to the
community for a volunteer planner.


· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whellan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks from both Elizabeths!

•     •     •

Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)
                            
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)

July and August Birthdays: Happy Birthday!!!
	JULY
6 Bob Holmes 
6 Lauren Mayer
7 Lesley Ann Halferty
8 Bernadette Cromien
8 Kimberly Curry
11 Barbara Landry
14 Mary Alice O’Connor Hayes
20 Luke Wintjes
23 Bert Laqua
24 Ted Schmidt
24 Claire Gordon
28 Patrick Slaney
29 Joan Pennings
29 Diane Quintas

	AUGUST
1 Pierrette Zanasco
3 Patrick Gallagher
10 Martha Crean
11 Katherine Engels
11 Valerie Shaughnessy
12 Mary Stone
13 Tina Neves
14 Robert Morgan
17 Maria DiPaolo
19 Brian Halferty
19 Catherine Walther
25 Meghan Wright
26 Brian Gibson
26 Sarah Gordon
27 Linda Branston
30 Naomi (Calla)
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