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September 17, 2023		  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time	   Mary Lou J-B 

Thank you, Fr. Jack, for celebrating with us.

Reflection: Maria di Paolo

The reading from Sirach today is difficult, I think.   What if our “neighbour" has done something truly horrific, nasty or vicious?  Must we necessarily forgive?  If we continually forgive, will we not simply become eternal victims of the more powerful and the more sadistic?  Will not more horrors be perpetrated and perpetuated?

Earlier in Sirach we find: “Unjust anger cannot be justified, for anger tips the scale to one’s ruin”. (1:22). So, if we apply this statement to today’s reading, things are less difficult to understand.  However, Sirach does not discuss “just” versus “unjust anger” so we have to think about what this means for us and for our time.

Context is always important.  These teachings about how to live a good life were originally written by Sirach’s grandfather (Sirach translated them) and relate to everyday domestic life in a culture and era millennia ago that were very different to our own.  Some situations from that era do not apply today and vice versa.  Let us not forget that the worst evil Sirach could imagine was a “wicked wife” and not sexual, mental or physical abuse, nor mass murder, war, or genocide.

Readings: 
Sept. 17: 	Sir 27:30—28:7     Psalm 103    Romans 14:7-9    Matthew 18:21-35

The Liturgy schedule:

Date                  		      Planner(s)                                                Priest		 
Sept 17 			Maria di Paolo & Elizabeth Whelan     	Fr. Jack Costello 
Sept 24 			Art Blomme                                     	Fr. Ron McDonnell    

Oct 1               		Helena Burnstein & Martha Crean           Fr. Prakash Lohale
Oct 8 			Sheila & Rob Barrett              		Fr. Paul McAuley
Oct 15 			Lindsay & Bill Watson                  		Fr. Ron McDonnell
Oct 22 			Sharon McCarthy                      		Fr. Jack Costello 
Oct 29 			John & Mary MacMillan              		Fr. Ron McDonnell

    

From Brian Halferty: September 10th begsn our annual year of Sunday Community liturgies, which will continue right through to the end of June 2024.
NOTE that we are scheduling ONE SUNDAY PER MONTH as a Hybrid Liturgy, to be celebrated in-person at the school, Msgr Fraser Annex, but with a Zoom connection for those who are further away or unable to attend in person.  Our first two Hybrid Liturgies will be Sunday September 17 -- and Sunday October 15th.

•     •     •

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.

People Progress Schedule
Sept:         	Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
Oct:    	Elizabeth Whelan: erwhelan@icloud.com
Nov:    	John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
Dec:   	Maryanne S-J: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
 		& Roberto J: urosma@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks, Elizabeth.

•     •     •
The following note is from Brian Halferty, Liz Whelan, and Maria di Paolo.

Dear Sunday Community,

This Sunday will be our first in-person liturgy since March 2020. It will also be our first hybrid one… and a trial/an experiment with technology. We’ll need time …..

Art, in BC, is the chief technician, with Brian and John M on site. It turns out that we will not have access to the school's Wi-Fi, so our internet connection will have to be set up using someone's phone and data package.  When we did a trial run at the school a couple of weeks ago, we did, briefly, have some issues with sound and video, and even lost internet connection for a few minutes.  We think we have sorted out most of the obvious technical problems, but we mention this to you just as an alert.



Zoomers:
For this first hybrid liturgy, please send your prayer intentions to Maria  mfdipaolo@bell.net and me erwhelan@icloud.com via email by Friday (September 15)  evening, so that we can read them at the liturgy.

There will likely be no pre-liturgy chat, but there will be one after. Those who are joining on Zoom should log in just before 11AM.

In-person attendees:
We will share bread at communion, but no wine. (Following current health considerations, Fr Jack will bring wine, just for himself.)

After the Liturgy, there will be no coffee, but do bring your own snacks, and socialize. We will assess/discuss the situation going forward.

In the coming days, there will be a community zoom meeting to discuss this first hybrid ‘meeting’ and we look forward to your participation and comments.

See you all, Sunday.
•     •     •
Financial Position as of August 31, 2023 (John MacMillan)

Paid Expenses for the year 2022 – 2023
Priests		          $4,300.00
Music royalties          	    $150.00
Insurance		  	      $97.20
Zoom				    $273.80
Postage		               $39.56
For hybrid liturgies:
Webcam 		              $67.79
Bluetooth speaker	     $75.29
Christmas gifts                $225.00
Total Expenses		$5,228.64

Assets after the above expenses have been paid
Cash			              $43.20
Bank Account 	            $209.24
Total 		            $252.44

The plan at present is to have one in-person Mass monthly. All other Masses will be on zoom only. Estimates for our 2023-24 expenses are predictable, apart from room rentals from the board. As this is a potentially significant amount, we need a “final figure” to work with. I will give you an expected budget as soon as I can.

In the meantime, I’ll be asking for financial help before the end of September.

•     •     •
Announcements:

St. Mike's/Kelly Library Annual Book Sale
Wed Sept 27- Sat Sept. 30
New Location, John M. Kelly Library, 131 St. Joseph St.
Yes, we’re back at our old location inside the Kelly Cafe at the Kelly Library at 131 St. Joseph St. Outstanding collections in religion and philosophy, Celtic studies. and art books, along with lots of history, fiction, literature, foreign languages, Canadiana, travel, cookbooks, children's literature and plenty of specially priced “finds” to whet your appetite. And lots, lots more!
Hours:
· Wednesday, Sept 27 - 10am to 8pm - $5.00 entry fee - students free
· Thursday, Sept 28: 10am to 8pm - free admission
· Friday, Sept 29: 10am to 8pm - free admission
· Saturday, Sept  30: 10am to 1pm - free admission $15 per box all day
· More info, see https://library.stmikes.utoronto.ca/about/friends/sale/ or speak to Rita Shaughnessy

· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whellan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks from both Elizabeths!

•     •     •
Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)
                            
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)

September Birthdays: Happy Birthday!!!
	September
1 Julia Gorman
2 Tammy Chan
3 David Watson
11 Sean Olsthoorn
16 Elizabeth Whelan

	17 Matteo Calla
17 Michael Quintas
21 Bill Watson
23 Denise Colterman-Fox
26 Mary MacMillan
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