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24.09.2023	        25th Sunday in Ordinary Time	   Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher

Thank you, Fr. Ron MacDonnell, for celebrating with us.

Reflection:  

	Beauty and Integral Ecology in Laudato Si
By Arthur Blomme
Beauty is an important element of Laudato Si and integral ecology.  Beauty inspires a higher state of consciousness of awe and wonder, the child like state that maximizes personal growth.
There are 29 references to beauty in Laudato Si.  I have included several below for your contemplation.  I hope that Pope Francis’s words will inspire in you awe and wonder for the beauty of creation.
 11. If we approach nature and the environment without this openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer speak the language of fraternity and beauty in our relationship with the world, our attitude will be that of masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their immediate needs.
97. The Lord was able to invite others to be attentive to the beauty that there is in the world because he himself was in constant touch with nature, lending it an attention full of fondness and wonder. As he made his way throughout the land, he often stopped to contemplate the beauty sown by his Father, and invited his disciples to perceive a divine message in things: “Lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest” (Jn 4:35). “The kingdom of God is like a grain of mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all seeds, but once it has grown, it is the greatest of plants” (Mt 13:31–32).
215. In this regard, “the relationship between a good aesthetic education and the maintenance of a healthy environment cannot be overlooked.” By learning to see and appreciate beauty, we learn to reject self-interested pragmatism. If someone has not learned to stop and admire something beautiful, we should not be surprised if he or she treats everything as an object to be used and abused without scruple. If we want to bring about deep change, we need to realize that certain mindsets really do influence our behaviour. Our efforts at education will be inadequate and ineffectual unless we strive to promote a new way of thinking about human beings, life, society and our relationship with nature.
Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love , teach us to contemplate you in the beauty of the universe , for all things speak of you . Awaken our praise and thankfulness for every being that you have made . Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined to everything that is .(A CHRISTIAN PRAYER IN UNION WITH CREATION)



Readings:  
Sept. 24     Isaiah 55:6-9   Psalm 145    Philippians 1:20-24, 27	  Matthew 20:1-16
Oct. 01	Ezekiel 18:25-28    Psalm 25    Philippians 2:1-18      Matthew 21:28-32




The LITURGY Schedule:	

Date                  		      Planner(s)                                        Priest		 
Sept 24 			Art Blomme                                     	Fr. Ron MacDonell    

Oct 1               		Helena Burnstein & Martha Crean           Fr. Prakash Lohale
Oct 8 			Sheila & Rob Barrett              		Fr. Paul McAuley
Oct 15 			Lindsay & Bill Watson                  		Fr. Jack Costello
Oct 22 			Sharon McCarthy                      		Fr. Ron MacDonell
Oct 29 			John & Mary MacMillan              		Fr. Ron MacDonell
    


This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.


People Progress Schedule
Sept:         Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
Oct: 		Elizabeth Whelan
Nov:		John McMillan	
Dec:		Roberto and Maryanne Stone-Jimenez
 
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks, Elizabeth.

[bookmark: _Hlk145346932]Announcements:
· Notes from Elizabeth/Liz Whelan:

The new Liturgy schedule, with zoom and in-person liturgies, will have to be very flexible, We always said the schedules 'were not written in stone', and asked the planner(s) to switch with another planner(s ) when needed. This practice will continue, and may become more frequent, so I ask for your patience and understanding.

If you cannot do the liturgy on your scheduled date, please switch with another planner, or send an SOS email to the community for a volunteer planner.


· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whelan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks from both Elizabeths!

· St. Mike's/Kelly Library Annual Book Sale
· Wed Sept 27- Sat Sept. 30
· New Location, John M. Kelly Library, 131 St. Joseph St.
· Yes, we’re back at our old location inside the Kelly Cafe at the Kelly Library at 131 St. Joseph St. Outstanding collections in religion and philosophy, Celtic studies. and art books, along with lots of history, fiction, literature, foreign languages, Canadiana, travel, cookbooks, children's literature and plenty of specially priced “finds” to whet your appetite. And lots, lots more!
· Hours:
· ·        Wednesday, Sept 27 - 10am to 8pm - $5.00 entry fee - students free
·        Thursday, Sept 28: 10am to 8pm - free admission
· ·        Friday, Sept 29: 10am to 8pm - free admission
· ·        Saturday, Sept  30: 10am to 1pm - free admission $15 per box all day
· ·        More info, see https://library.stmikes.utoronto.ca/about/friends/sale/ or speak to Rita Shaughnessy



	BIRTHDAYS for September  
1 Julia Gorman
2 Tammy Chan
3 David Watson
11 Sean Olsthoorn
16 Elizabeth Whelan
 
	17 Matteo Calla
17 Michael Quintas
21 Bill Watson
23 Denise Colterman-Fox
26 Mary MacMillan
 



Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)





Sunday Community

Financial Position as of September 30, 2023
	
Assets after the above expenses have been paid
Cash			  $43.20
Bank Account 	$209.24
Total 		              $252.44

The plan at present is to have one in-person Mass monthly. All other Masses will be on zoom only.

Estimates for our 2023-24 expenses are predictable, apart from room rentals from the board. As this is a potentially significant amount, we need a “final figure” to work with. I will give you an expected budget as soon as I can.

In the meantime, I’ll be asking for financial help before the end of September.        John

                            
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
1
