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November 5, 2023 		         31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 		John MacMillan

Welcome, Fr Jack!

Reflection:

At first blush, today’s gospel somewhat guarantees justice will prevail……and on some levels I suppose it does.

To my mind this passage calls out for that traditional Ignatian skill of discernment.  A skill that takes years of practice to achieve.

With permission I would like to narrow my reflection to the last line.  “For those who exalt themselves will be humbled and those who humble themselves will be exalted.“ 

I have come to understand poor self image, a self effacing manner, and an unrealistic self image do not interchange with true humility.

As much as this trinity of behaviours often pass for humble spirit…..in the long run they will dilute into a mere form of self knowledge.

The question remains….what then is true humility?

I am reminded here of a personally loved line from Rumi, the 12th century poet and mystic,
“You are not a drop in the ocean. You are the entire ocean in a drop.”

Accepting and internalizing that thought/metaphor in its myriad of manifestations, is what I would consider a firm beginning in learning to live authentic humility. 
Submitted by Rita Shaughnessy, written by Barbara Zuccala  (a.k.a Joe Tech iPad on Zoom)

Today: Malachi 1:14-2.2, 8-10 	Psalm 131 		I Thess 2:7-9, 	Matthew 23: 1-12
Nov. 12: Wisdom 6:12-16		Psalm 63		1Thess. 4:13-18	Matthew 25: 1-13

The Liturgy schedule:
Date                  		Planner(s)                                		Priest           
Nov 5		 	   Rita Shaughnessy 			Fr Jack Costello 
NEXT WEEK we will meet on zoom only. The next in-person mass is scheduled for December 24.
Nov 12   	    Maryanne S-J &amp; Roberto J 		Fr Jack Costello 
Nov 19   		         Pat Smiley 				Fr. Prakash Lohale  
Nov 26   		  Elizabeth Whelan				Fr. Paul McAuley
December 3  First Sunday of Advent (volunteers needed for Advent)
This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday
before) if you cannot do a reflection.


People Progress Schedule
Nov:      John MacMillan met191970@gmail.com
Dec: Maryanne S-J and Roberto J
Jan:  Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks, Elizabeth.

Announcements:
• Advent and Christmas Liturgies: Volunteers needed! This year we will need
coordinators for 3 Advent liturgies, as well as coordinator(s) for the Christmas Eve
Liturgy. The 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve share Dec 24th this year, but
(as in the past) we will only celebrate the Christmas Eve liturgy. The Advent
Liturgies will all be online. More details soon....

November Birthdays. Happy Birthday to:
November 1 Larry Schmidt
November 4 Jack Schauerte
November  8    Diana Morgan				
November  9    Mary Engels						
November 18  Bob Anderson				
November 20 Penny Dunbar
November 23   Alisha Olsthoorn
November 25 John Bacher
November 26   Michael Watson

Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info provided).
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by
Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you
cannot do a Reflection.
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk
re: psalm
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable
to log-in)
Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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