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November 12, 2023 		  32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 		John MacMillan

Welcome, Fr Jack!

Reflection
During these last 2 Sundays before the end of the liturgical year with the
Feast of Christ, the King of the Universe, the readings are about the last
times, about “the day of the Lord will come”. We are urged to “stay awake,
for you know neither the day nor the hour”. We are urged to be alert!
The time we least expect something to occur is in the present moment. We
always tend to have one foot in the past, the other in the future, and we
ignore the present.
In today’s gospel, Jesus likens the kingdom of God to the wise and foolish
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five
were wise – they took extra oil for their lamps; five were foolish – they had
no extra oil. What’s the lesson here? Is the lesson: just ‘be prepared’?
Jesus also said, “for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you”. The
kingdom is within us – we are conduits of love; we are receptacles of love.
The punitive response of the bridegroom appeals to our logical sense – if
we are not prepared (for whatever), we lose. The kingdom of God’s love
and grace are always present to us. Perhaps the lesson is to be open to
the present moment, that the ever present ‘now’ is the focus that should
matter most to us. An awareness that we have continual access to love.
The first reading says that “wisdom is readily perceived by those who love
her and found by those who seek her……. Whoever watches for her at
dawn shall not be disappointed”. Wisdom is the energy that we need to
keep us awake and aware and in the present. Wisdom 7: 22 - 24: “For within
her is a spirit intelligent, holy, unique, manifold, subtle, active, incisive,
unsullied, lucid, invulnerable, benevolent, sharp, irresistible, beneficent,
loving to man, steadfast, dependable, undisturbed, almighty, all surveying,
penetrating all intelligent, pure, and most subtle spirits; for Wisdom is
quicker to move than any motion; she is so pure, she pervades and
permeates all things”. Let us keep watch for her, let us seek her to energize
our spirit of awareness and wakefulness.
And lastly, Paul reminds us in his letter to the Thessalonians to be aware
that life is a continual resurrection after death (and after all the letting go
that life asks of us in the present moments).
Maryanne and Roberto

Nov. 12: Wisdom 6:12-16		Psalm 63		1Thess. 4:13-18	Matthew 25: 1-13
Nov. 19: Prov. 31:10-13, 16-18, 20, 26, 28-31  Psalm 128  1 Thess. 5:1-6 Matthew 24:36; 25:14-30


The Liturgy schedule:
Date                  		Planner(s)                                		Priest           
Nov 12   	    Maryanne S-J & Roberto J 			Fr Jack Costello 
Nov 19   		         Pat Smiley 				Fr. Prakash Lohale  
Nov 26   		  Elizabeth Whelan				Fr. Paul McAuley
Advent
Dec. 3  		 Sharon McCarthy				Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 10								Fr. Jack Costello
Dec. 17								Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 24								Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday
before) if you cannot do a reflection.

People Progress Schedule
Nov:   John MacMillan met191970@gmail.com
Dec: 	Maryanne S-J and Roberto J
Jan:   Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks, Elizabeth.

Announcements:
• Advent and Christmas Liturgies: Volunteers needed! This year we will need
coordinators for 2 Advent liturgies, as well as coordinator(s) for the Christmas Eve
Liturgy. The 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve share Dec 24th this year, but
(as in the past) we will only celebrate the Christmas Eve liturgy. The Advent
Liturgies will all be online. More details soon....

November Birthdays. Happy Birthday to:
November 1 Larry Schmidt
November 4 Jack Schauerte
November  8    Diana Morgan				
November  9    Mary Engels						
November 18  Bob Anderson				
November 20 Penny Dunbar
November 23   Alisha Olsthoorn
November 25 John Bacher
November 26   Michael Watson

Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info provided).
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by
Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you
cannot do a Reflection.
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk
re: psalm
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable
to log-in)
Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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