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November 19, 2023 		  33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 		John MacMillan

Welcome, Fr Prakash!

RefIection:
I found all our readings today mostly enjoyable and inspiring.  (As opposed to my last attempt, which was confusing and really left me without much to say.)

I can't deny that as a modern-day feminist, I found the reading from Proverbs a little difficult to absorb.  But at the same time, even as a long-divorced person I can make sense of this in the context of our modern age.  It is about the value of a spouse, whether male or female, even the same sex as the spouse.  It isn't about looks or vanity but about the great qualities that should be praised in a spouse.

I can't deny that I have a couple of good friends who are people I like and respect but they are vain - and single.  Endless posts on Facebook are new photos of themselves and I know they expect to be praised for their good looks and general appearance.  I wonder if either of these people understand what a turnoff it is to potential romantic partners. They are my friends because aside from the personal vanity they are good and loving people who do much good in the world.

The reading from Paul to the Thessalonians is of a completely different nature.  Being aware that all the goodness in our lives can disappear in a moment.  This is something many Palestinians have realized recently, or a little less recently in the Ukraine.  But it applies to us, too. For my two vain friends, they are no longer young and their good looks are quickly vanishing.

And then we come to the Gospel! I warmed to this particular Gospel.  The lord, who was an absentee landlord, gave an amount of money to his servants.  I wish I had something to say about these "talents" but given a shortage of time, I can only use my own understanding of the talents in this parable.  I understand this as the blessings which we are all given.  What do we do with these blessings?  Our gifts, which we should recognize and share with those around us, which we should invest in making the world we live in a better place. Our blessings, our gifts, our talents are not to be buried but to be shared.  For many of us this is getting more difficult as we age.  I say this for myself, as due to my disabilities I am aging quickly.  I think of the days in the past when one of my great joys was contributing to Daily Bread's annual Who's Hungry report. I enjoyed it, I was good at it, it got me out and about with other people during the dark and gloomy days of February and March.  And as ego boost (which we all need occasionally, I was given an award at the annual Christmas dinner one year.

I haven't quite figured out what it is that I can do here in my new city of Hamilton.  I know that I am often bored.  I am waiting until I have my new orthotic for my partial foot and some rehab and that will once again keep me busy with medical appointments. But I have developed a new hobby where keeps me busy and I enjoy: knitting.  I have as yet to move beyond scarves and lap blankets.  I have made Christmas presents for my family and have a pile of hand knitted items that I plan to donate to a local church-based organization that does a lot of good work among the poor and needy in this part of the city. For now, that is my investment of talents.  (And despite my own low-income status I can afford the inexpensive, washable yarns that I use.)

Volunteering one's time, talents, and perhaps what money is left over after paying the bills, is not meant to be a chore.
Helping others is meant to be a joy and I can only hope my scarves, and eventually hats, will bring some warmth and joy to my cold and poor neighbours.

(By the way, I often think of the amazing gifts of this community to one another, who so often show such love, faithfulness and support and affection for one another.              
Patricia Smiley


Nov. 19: Prov. 31:10-13, 16-18, 20, 26, 28-31  Psalm 128  1 Thess. 5:1-6 Matthew 24:36; 25:14-30
Nov. 26: Ez. 34:11-12;15-17                    Psalm 23    1 Cor. 15:20-26;28    Matthew 25:31-46


The Liturgy schedule:
Date                  		Planner(s)                                		Priest           
Nov 19   		         Pat Smiley 				Fr. Prakash Lohale  
Nov 26   		  Elizabeth Whelan				Fr. Paul McAuley
Advent
Dec. 3  		 Sharon McCarthy				Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 10		 Mary and John MacMillan		Fr. Jack Costello
Dec. 17								Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 24								Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday
before) if you cannot do a reflection.

People Progress Schedule
Nov:      John MacMillan met191970@gmail.com
Dec: Maryanne S-J and Roberto J
Jan:  Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks, Elizabeth.

Announcements:
• Advent and Christmas Liturgies: Volunteers needed! This year we will need
coordinators for 2 Advent liturgies, as well as coordinator(s) for the Christmas Eve
Liturgy. The 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve share Dec 24th this year, but
(as in the past) we will only celebrate the Christmas Eve liturgy. The Advent
Liturgies will all be online. More details soon....

November Birthdays. Happy Birthday to:
November 1 Larry Schmidt
November 4 Jack Schauerte
November  8    Diana Morgan				
November  9    Mary Engels						
November 18  Bob Anderson				
November 20 Penny Dunbar
November 23   Alisha Olsthoorn
November 25 John Bacher
November 26   Michael Watson

Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info provided).
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by
Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you
cannot do a Reflection.
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk
re: psalm
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable
to log-in)
Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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