
People Progress
   Sunday Community

December 10, 2023		  2nd Sunday of Advent	   	Maryanne & Roberto

Thank you, Fr. Jack, for celebrating with us.

Reflection: 
The following is part of a sermon by Denis Hanly, a Maryknoll missionary for over half a century, on the meaning of Preparing yourself for the coming of the Lord.
Being honest with yourself. Being truthful to yourself. Don’t lie to yourself. Don’t pretend to be something that you’re not. Make straight the path, so that the Lord can come and nestle into your hearts and make you transparent and open, make you no longer afraid to be what you really are, because in His eyes you are much richer than you yourself could buy and much more higher in His eyes than you yourselves make yourselves to be among men.

It is indeed God Himself who comes to walk down the straight paths and into our hearts. And what we must do, what we must be, is honest. Very simple. Be honest with each other. Be honest with the way you look at the world, knowing that the world needs honesty, it needs truth.

Albert Einstein used to say, when he was told that the Declaration of Independence in America was “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,” he used to say the pursuit of happiness is for idiots.
That’s kind of startling. But what he meant was this …
They said, “Well, what should we pursue?”
He said, “You should pursue truth. You should pursue beauty. Not running around trying to be happy, happy, happy, buying things, doing things that will make you happy, happy, happy. Because they’re never going to make you happy.
“But if you pursue truth, if you pursue the things that are really what your own hearts hunger for — love, forgiveness, compassion — these are the truths that are worth laying your life down for.”

And that is what Jesus comes to give you. He comes not only to teach us, He comes to live it. Love, self sacrificing to the point of death.
And that, of course, is the beginning of the new world that the little Child brings to us.
https://fatherhanly.com/




Readings: 
Dec. 10: 	IS 40:1-5, 9-11     	Psalm 85    	2 PT 3:8-14     	MK 8:1-8

The Liturgy schedule:

Date                  		      Planner(s)                                        Priest		 
Dec. 10			John & Mary MacMillan		Fr. Jack Costello
Dec. 17			Art Bloome					Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 24									Fr. Paul McAuley


This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.


People Progress Schedule
December 2023:	Maryanne: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com & Roberto: urosma@gmail.com
January 2024:         	     Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
 
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!


Announcements:
· Advent and Christmas Liturgies: We still need a coordinator(s) for Christmas eve. The 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas share Dec 24th this year, but we will only celebrate the Christmas Eve liturgy. Advent Liturgies will all be online. 

· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whellan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks from both Elizabeths!



December Birthdays: Happy Birthday!!!
3 Paul McAuley 
4 Bill Fox
4 Mary Beth Halferty
5 Daniel Quintas
7 Bob Stone
14 Bill Wright
19 Helena Burnstein
	
•     •     •
Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)
                            
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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