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December 17, 2023		  3rd Sunday of Advent	   	Maryanne & Roberto

Thank you, Fr. Prakash, for celebrating with us.

Reflection: Art Blomme

A day of Joy and Rejoicing
The rose coloured candle of the third Sunday of Advent is Gaudate, "a day of Joy and Rejoicing".
When I think back to my early understanding of the Christmas story, I initially recall the beauty, joy and rejoicing at the birth of Jesus.  
Though, not long after, a contrasting memory surfaces.  I recall my shock as the story proceeds to account the holocaust of all the children of Bethlehem under the age of two who were slaughtered by Herod.
Even at this early age of 6 or 7, I remember being so outraged by this horrible evil act. The parallels of this story to today's genocides of innocents throughout the world are astounding. They invoke this same sentiment in me.
Herod tells the Magi "Go and search diligently for the young child and when ye have found him bring me word that I may come and worship him also (Mathew 2)." Herod is telling a story (a narrative) that hides his intention to murder the baby Jesus.
In like manner today the legacy media, controlled by the rich and powerful narrates the story that most of us believe to be reality. This is how the powerful can steer their citizenry to behave in their interests.  This is how they hide the skullduggery of their wars and their crimes against humanity. This is why the lie that Zionism is equal to Judaism prevails.
In Mathew's Christmas story Joseph is warned of the danger to his family in a dream.  As Leonard Cohen sings “There is a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in”.  Joseph courageously faces the reality of this danger.  He makes a monumental decision to flee from this danger to the land of Egypt.  The hardship faced by the holy family does not diminish the beauty and joy experienced in the birth of the child Jesus.
So to are we called to have the courage to face up to the darkness of evil and take action to diminish the power of evil over us.
An analysis of evil was fundamental to the teaching of the early church. As is the case with the Christmas story most instances of evil in the New Testament arise from political institutions that wield power over life. Jesus' crucifixion is achieved by the instituted powers of ancient Israel collaborating with the instituted powers of The Roman Empire. John's book of the apocalypse tells the tale of the Roman Empire depicted as a horrific beast overcome by the shining new Jerusalem descending from the heavens.
Our faith is that evil is no match for goodness. The joy and beauty of Creation fills our hearts even as we dare to look into the belly of the beast.  In the darkness of evil permeating our world we light this Candle of Joy and Rejoicing for we are children of light.

Readings: 
Dec.17: Is 61:1-2A, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

The Liturgy schedule:

Date                  		      Planner(s)                                        Priest		 
Dec. 17			Art Bloome					Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 24			Lindsay & Bill Watson			Fr. Paul McAuley
NOTE: Christmas Eve Liturgy, on Zoom, will begin at 6:30 PM.
Jan 7: Epiphany           Maryanne and Roberto                   Fr Jack Costello
Jan 14                          Sharon McCarthy                            Fr Paul McAuley
Jan 21                          Sheila and Rob Barrett                            TBA
Jan 28                          Art Blomme                                              TBA
Feb  4                          John and Mary MacMillan                Fr Prakash Lohale
Feb 11                         Elizabeth Whelan                             Fr Paul McAuley
Feb 18     LENT           Volunteers for Lenten and                Fr Jack Costello
                                          Easter Liturgies

All Liturgies will be virtual — on Zoom — in Jan, Feb and likely also in March.

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.



People Progress Schedule
December 2023:	Maryanne: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com & Roberto: urosma@gmail.com
January 2024:         	     Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
 
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements:
· The 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve share Dec 24th this year, but (as in the past) we will only celebrate the Christmas Eve liturgy. All Liturgies will all be online. 
· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whellan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks, from both Elizabeths!

December Birthdays: Happy Birthday!!!
3 Paul McAuley 
4 Bill Fox
4 Mary Beth Halferty
5 Daniel Quintas
7 Bob Stone
14 Bill Wright
19 Helena Burnstein
	
•     •     •
Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)
                            
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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