
People Progress
   Sunday Community

December 24, 2023		  (4th Sunday of Advent)	   Maryanne & Roberto
					        Christmas Eve

Thank you, Fr. Paul, for celebrating with us.

Reflection: Lindsay Watson

Welcome to Christmas Eve 2023!!
Tonight, we recognize the 4th Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of LOVE on our advent wreath, followed by a carol medley by Mike. After the medley the candles will be extinguished. When the candles are extinguished, we move into Christmas by lighting the Christ candle, the recognition that Christ is born again among us. 

In the words of Ilia Delio OSP:

O God, during this Christmas season, help us see Your light
–radiating in the tiniest grain of sand,
In the fungi that grows beneath our feet, in the wildflowers and trees,
–and in every living creature.
For You are love, and love is the energy that ignites and enkindles.
To live in Your love is to realize that darkness is simply differing
–degrees of light,
And light pervades our universe!
 
Dispel our fears, O God, and awaken the hope that lies within us,
For justice, for peace, for unity, for a sustainable earth,
Knowing that with You, all things are possible, and that living in You
All fear surrenders to joy.
 
As we celebrate Your birth, O God;
–help us to know that it is our birth as well.
Help us to know that without us,
You have no place to dwell, to call ‘home.’
Without us You cannot come to birth,
And if You cannot be born in us, then what do we live for?
 
Help us to see that, like You, we are undergoing the pangs of new birth,
–like You, we are not finished,
Our work together, You and I, O God, is to become whole and complete,
You in me and I in You.
 
Christmas is the feast of the whole person,
–the whole creation,
–the whole cosmos
-celebrating the wonder of new birth.
The universe is Theotokos,
–God-bearing.
Everything alive is seeking You,
–longing for You.
 
        Christmas is the celebration of love:
In love with love and through love, You and me and all fragile creatures
–are being born
–into a new future together, a new reality.
This new reality is the Christ; the humanity of Jesus is our humanity.
 
Awaken in me the truth of Christmas: You and I are bound together in love.
Together, You and I and all creation, we are the Christ;
And only through us can your dream for the earth be realized.
Joy to the future fullness of love.

									Ilia Delio OSP


Readings: 
Dec. 24: 	IS 9: 1-6 		Psalm 96		Ti 2: 11-14	 	Luke 2: 1-14 

The Liturgy schedule:

Date                  		      Planner(s)                                        Priest		 
Dec. 24			Lindsay & Bill Watson			Fr. Paul McAuley
Jan 7: Epiphany           Maryanne and Roberto                   Fr Jack Costello
Jan 14                          Sharon McCarthy                            Fr Paul McAuley
Jan 21                          Sheila and Rob Barrett                    Fr Jack Costello        
Jan 28                          Art Blomme                                            TBA
Feb  4                          John and Mary MacMillan                Fr Prakash Lohale
Feb 11                         Elizabeth Whelan                             Fr Paul McAuley
Feb 18     LENT            Volunteers for Lenten and               Fr Jack Costello
                                            Easter Liturgies

All Liturgies will be virtual — on Zoom — in Jan, Feb and likely also in March.

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.

People Progress Schedule
January 2024:         Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
February: 		    Elizabeth Whelan: erwhelan@icloud.com
March:     		    John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
April:       		    Maryanne: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com & Roberto:
                                urosma@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements:
· Come to an Open House and share the joys of the Season. On New Year’s Day, Elizabeth/Liz Whelan will host her annual Open House/all day brunch from 11 AM until 6 PM at 154 Walmer Road, Toronto, M5R 2X9. Liz would love to see us all. Please RSVP to Liz: erwhelan@icloud.com

· The 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve share Dec 24th this year, but (as in the past) we will only celebrate the Christmas Eve liturgy at 6:30 p.m. December 24, online.

· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whellan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks, from both Elizabeths!

December Birthdays: Happy Birthday!!!
3 Paul McAuley 
4 Bill Fox
4 Mary Beth Halferty
5 Daniel Quintas
7 Bob Stone
14 Bill Wright
19 Helena Burnstein
	
•     •     •
Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)
                            
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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