
People Progress
   Sunday Community

January 7, 2024		  	       The Epiphany	      Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher				   
Thank you, Fr. Jack, for celebrating with us.

Reflection: Maryanne & Roberto

There is so much story and symbolism in today’s readings. Epiphany means manifestation or revelation. It’s a Greek word and it literally means to draw back the veil. The first reading from Isaiah and Psalm 72 mention light, justice, and peace. Let us draw back the veil and see the light, act with justice, and be the ‘profound peace’. The second reading expresses inclusivity: we are all coheirs and copartners in the promise of Christ Jesus.

We are struck by the words star, journey, and finding in the gospel. The Magi saw the star and they didn’t just stare at it. They journeyed with the star. Their determination did not prevent them from asking for help, and they eventually found Jesus and Mary.

Ilia Delio says that: “the story of the Magi symbolizes the heart of epiphany: once we see, we are no longer the same and can no longer travel by the same route. We see everything from a new perspective and must travel in a new direction”. The Jerusalem bible states: “The sight of the star filled them with delight”.

Like the Magi we can experience the awe and wonder and joy of being truly present in the moment - being filled with delight, being aware and reflective of the Living God in our daily relationships and in our bond with the natural world, drawing back the veil, changing direction, and letting the light shine. The Epiphany story is also about gift giving. Living in the present moment is the gift that keeps on giving!


Readings: 
Jan. 7: 	IS 60: 1-6 		Psalm 72	   Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6	 Mathew 2: 1-12 

The Liturgy schedule:

Date                  		      Planner(s)                                        Priest		 
Jan 7: Epiphany           Maryanne and Roberto                   Fr Jack Costello
Jan 14                          Sharon McCarthy                            Fr Paul McAuley
Jan 21                          Sheila and Rob Barrett                    Fr Jack Costello        
Jan 28                          Art Blomme                                            TBA
Feb  4                          John and Mary MacMillan                Fr Prakash Lohale
Feb 11                         Elizabeth Whelan                             Fr Paul McAuley
Feb 18     LENT            Volunteers for Lenten and               Fr Jack Costello
                                            Easter Liturgies

All Liturgies will be virtual — on Zoom — in Jan, Feb and likely also in March.

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.

People Progress Schedule
January 2024:         Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
February: 		    Elizabeth Whelan: erwhelan@icloud.com
March:     		    John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
April:       		    Maryanne: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com & Roberto:
                                urosma@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements:

· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whellan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks, from both Elizabeths!

January Birthdays: Happy Birthday!!!
8 Susan Morgan
9 Carolyn Scandiffio
15 Bernard Joseph McKeever
16 Evan Moncrieff
20 Carole Giangrande
21 Jack Murphy
25 Maryanne Stone-Jimenez
28 Jacqueline Vonbun
	
•     •     •
Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)
                            
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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