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Thank you, Fr. Jack, for celebrating and being with us!
Reflection:  
‘Repent and believe the Good News.’

Father Richard Finn OP said this in one of his recent homilies from Blackfriars Priory Oxford,
‘The repentance Jesus calls for must be more than mere regret for what we have done ill or not done at all. It means nothing less than that profound change of heart and mind, by which we surrender our false gods, by which we value what is true and good. We are called to turn away from sin, and to praise God in the daily conduct of our lives. Our desire to embrace this path of repentance is supported by the Holy Spirit.’
When we read this homily, it seemed to us that someone who is undertaking such a profound change of heart and mind, could be more disposed to listen and respond when God calls her or him to a personal commitment. Jonah himself shows us this. His initial response to God’s call to go and preach to the Ninevites was not, ‘Of course, Lord.’ He ran away from this mission, boarding a boat that would take him off in the opposite direction. Eventually, having been swallowed by a whale and cast up onto dry land, he has experienced an awakening to what God is calling him to do. So, in today’s brief reading from the Book of Jonah we see that his response now is completely different,
‘The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time. ‘Get up, go to Nineveh that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord.’
When it comes to our reading from the first chapter of Mark’s gospel, we can notice an immediacy in the narrative which creates a note of urgency. This can be appreciated in the translation of the New Testament by J B Phillips,
‘It was after John’s arrest that Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, saying, The time has come at last – the kingdom of God has arrived. You must change your hearts and minds and believe the good news.’
The need for urgent action is intensified in the way Jesus calls his first apostles, and in how they respond. To Simon and Andrew, while they were casting their nets in the water, he says,
‘Come and follow me and I will teach you to catch men,’ he cried. ‘At once they dropped their nets and followed him.’
The calling of James and John, who were aboard a boat overhauling their nets, is narrated like this,
‘At once he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and went after him.’
All four changed their hearts and minds and the direction of their lives immediately. And from that moment they began their apprenticeship as bringers of the good news of the kingdom to others. We are also called to take up our role in the service of the kingdom.
In John’s gospel (1:35-42) the calling of the first apostles begins with a question. When Andrew, and, presumably John, begin to follow the one John the Baptist has pointed out as ‘the Lamb of God’, Jesus turns around, sees them and asks, ‘What do you want?’ The tone of the question was clearly encouraging, because they replied, ‘Master, where are you staying?’ Then comes the invitation from Jesus, ‘Come and see.’ The subsequent encounter with Jesus, the light of the world, was life changing, so much so that on the very next day, Andrew tells his brother Simon, with wonder in his voice, ‘we have found the Messiah.’
Pope Francis, in his foreword to the book, ‘Questioning God’, by Timothy Radcliffe and Lukasz Popko says this,
‘Jesus loved asking questions. He liked to enter into dialogue with the men and women of his time who crowded around this strange rabbi who spoke of God and of planting the seeds of God’s Kingdom and the treasure hidden in a field and of banquets which were rich feasts. All those who listened to Jesus understood that his questions were not rhetorical. No, they were a call directly to his listeners as a means of breaking into the depths of their hearts. An attempt to pierce the shield of their egos in order that the balm of love could penetrate.’
This paragraph made us think of the painting by William Holman Hunt (1827-1910) called, ‘The Light of the World’. The painting illustrates the words of Revelation 3:20, 
‘Behold, I stand knocking at the door. If anyone listens to my voice and opens the door, I will go into his house and dine with him, and he with me.’ 
It is well worth finding the image of this painting on line, where you will see Jesus holding a lantern in his left hand and preparing to knock at an overgrown and long unopened door. The artist said this about his painting,
‘I painted the picture with what I thought, unworthy though I was, to be a divine command and not simply a good subject. The door in the painting has no handle, and can therefore only be opened from the inside, representing the obstinately shut mind.’

What might the Lord be saying to us today? When he knocks, how far will we let him in?


Readings: 
Jan. 21:	Jonah 3:1-5, 10	  Psalm 25     1 Corinthians 7:29-31        Mark 1:15	  
Jan. 28:      Deut. 18:15-20        Psalm 95     1 Cor. 7:32-35                 Mark 1:21-28	
This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by the Tuesday before) if you cannot do a reflection.

People Progress Schedule
January 2024:         Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher: mljb57@yahoo.ca
February: 		    Elizabeth Whelan: erwhelan@icloud.com
March:     		    John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
April:       		    Maryanne: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com & Roberto:
                                urosma@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements:

· A reminder: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whelan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks, from both Elizabeths!

January Birthdays: Happy Birthday!!!
8 Susan Morgan
9 Carolyn Scandiffio
15 Bernard Joseph McKeever
16 Evan Moncrieff
20 Carole Giangrande
21 Jack Murphy
25 Maryanne Stone-Jimenez
28 Jacqueline Vonbun
	
•     •     •
Online liturgies are quite straight-forward.
Here are the duties, as published weekly in People Progress (for reference.)
                            
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info will be provided).
Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm.

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
Thank everyone who ‘attended’ and those who helped (at Announcements)
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