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March 31, 2024 		 	             Easter Sunday		John MacMillan

Welcome, Fr Jack!
“Death has lost its sting” - Embracing Resurrection and Transcendence
We gather this Easter in the shadow of a world fraught with fear, where the drums of war and genocide beat loudly. The specter of death looms over us as we blind ourselves to the malevolence of the powers and principalities.
 Yet, amidst this turmoil, we hold fast to the Apostle Paul’s profound declaration: “Death has lost its sting,” a statement that encapsulates transcendence as the essence of the resurrection.
 The resurrection is the act that transforms the narrative of death into a narrative of life; from one of defeat, to one of victory. It is not confined to an event in history but is an ongoing reality that elevates us beyond the limitation of our status quo perspective of reality.
In times of conflict and uncertainty, the fear of death can be a powerful tool in the hands of those who seek to control and manipulate. It is a sting that pricks the heart, sowing division and despair.  We can observe in our midst that people of good faith are polarized by narratives promoting war and hate.  As a friend has said each side of the polarized political factions is convinced that the “other side” is hurtling toward fascism.  
Our instinct for survival moves all of creation away from the spectre of death.  A single celled organism shuts down its creative energies to protect itself from the toxicity. Members of the animal kingdom when perceive danger automatically focus on fight or flight. In the absence of danger they grow and flourish in the land. 
Humans on the other hand are semantic beings and we have to contend with toxic meaning that drives us to a death of spirit.  If we succumb to toxic meaning like fear, hate and self-centeredness we engage in this move away behaviour and our ability to create and love is dampened. 
We might say that we have two classes of motivation in creation.  We are either motivated to move away from death or to move toward growth and transcendence. A fear mindset   causes us to move away from death while a growth mindset motivates us to transcend toward the fullness of life and creativity.
The quote from the Apostle Paul speaks to a spiritual overcoming of fear, particularly the fear of death. It suggests that through faith in the resurrection, believers can transcend the paralyzing effects of fear. The quote implies that the ultimate fear—death—has been conquered, and therefore, the things that typically incite fear lose their power.
For the early Christians, this victory signifies a new reality where believers transcend the fear of death, anticipating the New Jerusalem descending from the heavens or the mustard seed that is the Kingdom of God in our midst.
The resurrection teaches us that life is more than what we perceive. It invites us to look beyond the propaganda, to question the narratives that drive us towards fear and division, to instead seek truth, beauty, goodness and unity of the human family.
Art Blomme, March 28, 2024



Easter:	Acts 10:34a, 37-43		Psalm 118	Col: 3:1-4		John: 20:1-18
April 7:	Acts 4:32-35			Psalm 118	1 Jn. 5:1-6		John 20:19-31

The Liturgy schedule:
Date 					Planner(s) 				Priest
March 31 Easter 		Art Blomme	 			Fr Jack Costello
April 7                        	Brian & Mary Lou Halferty          Fr Jack Costello 
April 14                       	Rita & Brian Shaughnessy         Fr Paul McAuley
April 21                       	Sheila & Rob Barrett                   Fr Prakash Lohale
April 28                       	Lindsay & Bill Watson                Fr Ron MacDonell

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by Tuesday).

People Progress Schedule
March: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
April: Maryanne: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
& Roberto urosma@gmail.com
May: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher mljb57@yahoo.ca
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements
• S C Contact List: Please correct an error. The phone number for Sylvia Skrepichuk is 905.424.8391

Happy Birthday to
3 Gwen Schauerte
8 Adrian Olsthoorn
10 Greg Gillis and 16 Francine Gillis
11 Marianne Scandiffio
16 Eric Moncrieff
20 Rosemary Gray-Snelgrove
23 Guillermo Banuelos
29 Jean Leahy

Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info provided).
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by
Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you
cannot do a Reflection.
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk
re: psalm
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable
to log-in)
Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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