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April 7, 2024 		               2nd Sunday of Easter 	      Maryanne & Roberto

Welcome, Fr Jack!

Reflection from Brian and Mary Lou Halferty

When the first reading talks about a group of people who “were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common,” many people in today’s world would react by calling these people “socialists”, or even “communists”, and dismissing their chosen way of living as totally impossible and divorced from reality.  Yet, can we gather some sense of excitement from this description of the early Christian community? Can we hear the devotion that these early followers of Jesus had for Jesus and for each other, such that “there was not a needy person among them” because they looked after each other’s needs?  

It must have been a very happy time for those who were part of the community. There was conversion, redemption and love.  As the second reading puts it, “we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. … And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world.”  The early Christian community took root in a time of great grief, following the death of Jesus – a time also of imperial repression, religious domination, poverty and uncertainty.  In the midst of these stressful realities, a new spirit, the Holy Spirit, was breathed onto and into the disciples, as the Gospel reading tells us.  Instead of fear and indecision, the disciples were now full of courage, and faith, and love.  This is demonstrated to us in the story told about Thomas, who was tied to the tragedy and death of Jesus, to his wounds, and who then suddenly and amazingly was able to proclaim with a full heart, “My Lord and my God!”

Let us take example from this and not be afraid to proclaim “My Lord and my God.” Let us show our devotion to Jesus and to the members of our community. May we be able to love each other fully and always be able to take the actions of love towards others.

April 7:	Acts 4:32-35		Psalm 118		1 Jn 5:1-6		Jn 20:19-31
April 14:	Acts 3:13-15, 17-19	Psalm 4		1 Jn 2:1-5a		Lk 24:35-48


The Liturgy schedule:
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
April 7                        	Brian & Mary Lou Halferty          	Fr Jack Costello 
April 14                       	Rita & Brian Shaughnessy         	Fr Paul McAuley
April 21                       	Sheila & Rob Barrett                  	Fr Prakash Lohale
April 28                       	Lindsay & Bill Watson                	Fr Ron MacDonell
May 5                         	Dean Riley                                      TBD
May 12                        	Sharon McCarthy                            Fr Paul McAuley   
May 19                        	John & Mary MacMillan                   TBD   
May 26                       	Maryanne S-J & Roberto J              Fr Prakash Lohale 
June 2                        	Art Blomme                                      Fr Ron MacDonell  
June 9                        	Elizabeth Whelan                             Fr Paul McAuley   

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by Tuesday).

People Progress Schedule
April: Maryanne: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com & Roberto: urosma@gmail.com
May: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher mljb57@yahoo.ca
June:  Elizabeth Whelan: erwhelan@icloud.com
Summer Sundays: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements
· Egg cartons: The Farmers' Markets are open, and Elizabeth Stocking welcomes your egg cartons or flats. She was delighted with the last 'collection!' Please continue to save them and deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will drop by to pick them up.

Happy Birthday to:
4 Art Blomme
5 Evan Mayer
5 Clare Morgan
9 Kieran Gillis
16 Mary Corrado
20 David Walsh
20 Tony Shaughnessy
23 Brenda Holtkamp
30 John Scandiffio and Lindsay Watson 

Re-printed weekly for reference:

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info provided).
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unableto log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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