
 					   People Progress   
      Sunday Community

April 21, 2024 		               4th Sunday of Easter 	      Maryanne & Roberto
					Good Shepherd Sunday in UK

Welcome, Fr Ron!

Reflection from Rob and Sheila Barrett

The word ‘shepherd’ in the Old Testament was used to refer to the leaders of God’s people. It was their responsibility to care for their ‘sheep’. In chapter 34 of Ezekiel, the prophet is told to:

“Prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: this is what the Sovereign Lord says: woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock?”  (Ezekiel 34:1-2)

Later in the chapter the Lord declares, “I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd.” (Ezekiel 34:22-23) The Lord is saying that one like David and from his family line, will be their shepherd. Jesus, our Good Shepherd, fulfils the prophecy.

In the opening verses of chapter 10 of John’s gospel Jesus says, “I am the gate to the sheepfold.” (Jn 10:7) At the time there were sheepfolds in the hill pastures where shepherds could bring their sheep at night. They had a walled enclosure with a single entrance, but no gate. So the shepherd would lay down across the entrance to be the human gate for his sheep. If any wild animal attempted to enter, it would have to walk over the shepherd’s body, and he would be there to drive it off. When Jesus says of himself that he is the gate to the sheepfold, he is telling us that as our good shepherd he is there to lay down his life for his sheep. He is dedicated to his sheep, unlike the hired man who is only doing a job with no real sense of commitment to the sheep.

The image of the sheep and a shepherd may not immediately appeal to a modern generation. But through this image we can begin to perceive how close Jesus wants to be to us in all the stages of our lives. We may wonder why he is doing this for us. Jesus, himself, gives us an answer when he says:

“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him may not be lost but have eternal life,” (Jn 3:16 to Nicodemus)
We can therefore have faith in the Lord who is our shepherd. His love for us can lead us into a life that is complete and fulfilled. He can guide us, if we are willing to be guided by the voice of his Spirit within us, along the right path. In times of the deepest darkness, when difficulties, fears and anxieties threaten to overwhelm us, he is with us; and his presence, close to us, can enable us to fear no evil. We can place our hope and trust in him and believe that, if we follow his path, he will lead us into his Father’s house.

We both often say or sing together a version of the 23rd psalm, The Lord’s my shepherd, using a tune called Brother James Air. This helps us to reflect on how Jesus is at the centre of our lives and is always with us.

The Lord’s my shepherd – I’ll not want,                                                                                                          he makes me down to lie,                                                                                                                                     in pastures green he leadeth me                                                                                                                      the quiet waters by.   
My soul he doth restore again                                                                                                                          and me to walk doth make                                                                                                                           within the paths of righteousness                                                                                                                    e’en for his own name’s sake.
Yea though I walk in deaths dark vale                                                                                                               yet would I fear no ill,                                                                                                                                           for thou art with me                                                                                                                                           and thy rod and staff me comfort still.
My table thou hast furnished                                                                                                                               in presence of my foes,                                                                                                                                   my head thou dost with oil anoint                                                                                                                   and my cup over flows.
Goodness and mercy all my days                                                                                                                    shall surely follow me,                                                                                                                                       and in God’s house for evermore                                                                                                                      my dwelling place shall be.

April 21	Acts 4:8-12			Psalm 118		1 Jn 3:1-2		John 10:11-18
April 28	Acts 9:26-31		Psalm 22		1 Jn 3:18-24	John 15:1-8

The Liturgy schedule:
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
April 21                       	Sheila & Rob Barrett                  	Fr Ron MacDonnell 
April 28                       	Lindsay & Bill Watson                	Fr Prakash Lohale

May 5                         	Dean Riley                                      Fr Jack Costello
May 12                        	Sharon McCarthy                            Fr Paul McAuley   
May 19                        	John & Mary MacMillan                   Fr Prakash Lohale 
May 26                       	Maryanne S-J & Roberto J              Fr Prakash Lohale 

June 2                        	Art Blomme                                      Fr Ron MacDonnell  
June 9                        	Elizabeth Whelan                             Fr Paul McAuley   

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. 

People Progress Schedule
April: Maryanne: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com & Roberto: urosma@gmail.com
May: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher mljb57@yahoo.ca
June:  Elizabeth Whelan: erwhelan@icloud.com
Summer Sundays: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements
· Egg cartons: The Farmers' Markets are open, and Elizabeth Stocking welcomes your egg cartons or flats. She was delighted with the last 'collection!' Please continue to save them and deliver them to Elizabeth Whelan, and Elizabeth Stocking will drop by to pick them up.

Happy Birthday to:
	4 Art Blomme
	20 David Walsh

	5 Evan Mayer
	20 Tony Shaughnessy

	5 Clare Morgan
	23 Brenda Holtkamp

	9 Kieran Gillis
	30 John Scandiffio and Lindsay Watson

	16 Mary Corrado
	



Re-printed weekly for reference:

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info provided).
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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