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April 28, 2024 		               5th Sunday of Easter 	      Maryanne & Roberto

Welcome, Fr Prakask!

Reflection from Lindsay and Bill Watson
Pruning our lilac bush a few years ago, we discovered that it can be quite tricky if not done properly. It took a couple of years for the tree (and us) to fully recover! Today’s gospel is a metaphor for the need we all have for proper pruning with the Lord’s help.
The following reflection on the gospel passage is by Henri Nouwen.
“Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-dresser. Every branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, to make it bear even more” (John 15:1–2).
These words open a new perspective on suffering for me. Pruning helps trees to bear more fruit. Even when I bear fruit, even when I do things for God’s kingdom, even when people express gratitude for coming to know Jesus through me, I need a lot more pruning. Many unnecessary branches and twigs prevent the vine from bearing all the fruit it can. They have to be clipped off. This is a painful process, all the more so because I do not know that they are unnecessary. They often seem beautiful, charming, and very alive. But they need to be cut away so that more fruit can grow.
It helps me to think about painful rejections, moments of loneliness, feelings of inner darkness and despair, and lack of support and human affection as God’s pruning. I am aware that I might have settled too soon for the few fruits that I can recognize in my life. I might say, “Well, I am doing some good here and there, and I should be grateful for and content with the little good I do.” But that might be false modesty and even a form of spiritual laziness. God calls me to more. God wants to prune me. A pruned vine does not look beautiful, but during harvest time it produces much fruit. The great challenge is to continue to recognize God’s pruning hand in my life. Then I can avoid resentment and depression and become even more grateful that I am called upon to bear even more fruit than I thought I could. Suffering then becomes a way of purification and allows me to rejoice in its fruits with deep gratitude and without pride.” 


April 28	Acts 9:26-31			Psalm 22	1 Jn 3:18-24	John 15:1-8
May 5	Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48	Psalm 98	1 Jn 4:7-10		John 15:9-17

The Liturgy schedule:
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
April 28                       	Lindsay & Bill Watson                	Fr Prakash Lohale

May 5                         	Dean Riley                                      Fr Jack Costello
May 12                        	Sharon McCarthy                            Fr Paul McAuley   
May 19                        	John & Mary MacMillan                   Fr Prakash Lohale 
May 26                       	Maryanne S-J & Roberto J              Fr Prakash Lohale 

June 2                        	Art Blomme                                      Fr Ron MacDonnell  
June 9                        	Elizabeth Whelan                             Fr Paul McAuley   

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. 

People Progress Schedule
April: Maryanne: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com & Roberto: urosma@gmail.com
May: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher mljb57@yahoo.ca
June:  Elizabeth Whelan: erwhelan@icloud.com
Summer Sundays: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements
· Egg cartons: Please continue to save your egg cartons and flats for Elizabeth Stocking. You can bring them to Elizabeth’s Whelan’s home, and Elizabeth Stocking will pick them up. Thanks, from both Elizabeths!

Happy Birthday to:
	4 Art Blomme
	20 David Walsh

	5 Evan Mayer
	20 Tony Shaughnessy

	5 Clare Morgan
	23 Brenda Holtkamp

	9 Kieran Gillis
	30 John Scandiffio and Lindsay Watson

	16 Mary Corrado
	





Re-printed weekly for reference:

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info provided).
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you cannot do a Reflection.
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk re: psalm

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)




2

