
 					    People Progress   

        Sunday Community


July 7, 2024 		 	       14th Sunday in Ordinary Time		John MacMillan

Welcome, Fr Ron!
Refection
 It was a privilege to be asked to reflect on the readings for today.  In both the second reading to the Corinthians and also Mark’s Gospel, there seem to be obvious contradictions to me to what most of us look upon as success. Paul claims that “When I am weak, then I am strong” and Jesus Himself is not accepted in his hometown.”
The Jerome Biblical Commentary sees the skepticism, opposition and disbelief shown to Jesus in his hometown as the foreshadowing of the final rejection by his people. It states that the significance of this episode is obvious: it is a dramatic and tragic end of Jesus’ Galilean ministry and is beginning to lead toward the greater rejection of Israel; at the same time it signals a new phase of the ministry in which the Twelve will play a more active role as an anticipation of the mission of the apostolic church, especially toward those outside Judaism.
 I have spent some time trying to imagine what this could mean for each of us today, since the Scripture is meant to help us live our lives more meaningfully.  In the first reading from Ezekiel he says whether the message is heard or respected, they will know a prophet has been among them and Mark quotes Jesus as saying a prophet is not without honour except in his own native place.  To me this means we have to do what we are called by God to do, regardless of the results. 


One of the most meaningful statements for me in church teachings was a statement from the Synod of World Bishops in 1971 when it stated “Action on behalf of Justice and the transformation of society fully appear to us as constitutive dimension of the Gospel message”. This really changed my life to realizing and believing that social justice was integral to following Jesus’ call.
I began to seek out and learn from those who seemed to be following this call and in so many cases they were persecuted for doing so. The 6 Jesuit priests, university professors in El Salvador, along with 4 church women were murdered. Dorothy Day was jailed for speaking against war, the Scarboro foreign missionaries were expelled from China, and we know many many stories of people being oppressed, kidnapped, tortured, imprisoned and killed for trying to spread the message of peace, justice and love to others. We know of Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr, most of the apostles . Jesus and others all murdered, and yet Paul insists when I am weak, then I am strong. Somehow their example of seeming weakness gives way to empowering and strengthening others to realize the strength of what they have stood for.  In my life I have recently witnessed a number of priests I admire being rejected in their hometowns, much as Jesus was. I’m thinking of Fr. Roy Bourgeois for standing up for women, Fr. John Dear for opposing war and weapons and Fr. Matthew Fox for proposing new theological insights. In my own situation, I consider Youth Corps being defunded for encouraging social justice – and I know each of you most likely have some meaningful activity that was unexpectedly discouraged, but somehow the seeming weakness on your part is strong when it is being done, like Paul, acknowledging the Spirit is helping bring about good.

I want to conclude on a very positive note. Many of you may know and are invited to the 88th birthday celebration of Fr. Bob Holmes at Presentation Manor this afternoon. I would like to share that ever since Camp Micah was founded, Fr. Bob was the co-chaplain and would give a reflection each morning. His closing reflection at Camp Micah was always based on how Jesus instructed the Twelve to go spread the Good news.  Fr. Holmes actively encouraged each participant of Camp to realize they were being sent out in pairs to bring the GOOD NEWS.  He restated Jesus’ directions to the Twelve to apply to the 50 plus teenagers he was commissioning. They were not to go by themselves but with another or others, they need not bring anything special except themselves and what they had learned, if their message (as prophets) wasn’t accepted in their class, or team or school, don’t be discouraged, move on, don’t give up and keep going.  It is also a wonderful commission for each of us to play a more active role in carrying Jesus’ message to others by our words and actions – whether the results are obvious initially, or not. 
Dwyer Sullivan
Readings
July 7:  Ez. 2:3-5		Psalm 123	  	2 Cor: 12:7--10		Mark: 6:1-6

The Liturgy schedule:
Date 				Planner(s) 				      Priest
July 7			Dwyer Sullivan			          Fr. Ron MacDonell
July 21                   Sheila & Rob Barrett           		Fr Prakash Lohale
August 18              Dean Riley                               	           Fr Prakash Lohale

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. Also, please notify PP early in the week (by Tuesday).

People Progress Schedule
July: John MacMillan met191970@gmail.com
Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by the Thursday
Before July 21. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Happy Birthday to
6  Bob Holmes, Brigitte Schmidt, Lauren Mayer
7  Lesley Ann Halferty
8  Bernadette Cromien, Kimberly Curry
11 Barbara Landry
14 Mary Alice O’Connor Hayes
20 Luke Wintjes
21 Erin Halferty
23 Bert Laqua
24 Ted Schmidt, Claire Gordon
28 Patrick Slaney
29 Philomena Logel, Diane Quintas
30 Brian Carroll

Re-printed weekly for reference:
Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy (contact info provided).
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by
Thursday. Please notify the People Progress reporter early in the week if you
cannot do a Reflection.
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. Check with Sylvia Skrepichuk
re: psalm
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
Read your passage or be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable
to log-in)
Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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