People Progress
     Sunday Community

September 22, 2024 		25th Sunday in Ordinary Time        	Maryanne & Roberto
						
Welcome, Fr. Ron!			
    
﻿Reflection: by Dwyer Sullivan

It is a privilege and a responsibility given to all the members of our worshipping community that we are encouraged to share our thoughts and reflections after the weekly Gospel reading, but also in preparation for the Liturgy. Today’s 4 readings (including the Psalm) seem to present two opposite descriptions of what we are, or can be, called to do. Initially, the readings seemed so dis-jointed to me that I was doubtful whether I would be able to possibly offer any reflection that might make some sense.

Luckily for anyone about to read this reflection, I still have a copy of the St. Jerome Biblical Commentary. It asserts that the Wisdom Literature in the Hebrew Scriptures is very elusive and exceedingly complex since the original writers were influenced my many neighbouring tribes. 

Today’s first reading is from the Book of wisdom and the author is explaining a concept of a person who focuses on this world only, with no thought of an afterlife. Consequently, they pursue an existence where might is right, and of individuality over community. These people persecute the just person because s/he is a reproach, an annoyance, and an opposition to their way of life. They test with cruelty and torture the just person who trusts in a God. 

Psalm 54 shows the just person appealing to the god of justice saying, save me, hear me, help me, rescue me, have their wickedness recoil upon and let my enemies be defeated.

The second reading from James names the root causes of evil as self-seeking ambition, jealousy, and dishonesty. In the same chapter, James says if there are any wise or learned people among you, let them show it by their good lives with humility and wisdom in their actions. He also mentions that proper prayer can be the remedy to the enemies’ evils.

In today’s Gospel Mark refers briefly to the second prediction of the Passion, the misunderstanding on the disciples and welcoming children. The Biblical Commentary attributes these statements to clarifying and refiring to other quotes. I was particularly struck by the words from Jesus “If anyone wants to be first, they must make themselves last of all and servant of all.”

In summary, the readings each in their own way, seem to describe a contrast between a person seeking for themselves only, and a person acting on behalf of others. The past two Sunday Liturgies have intentionally mentioned how Rita and Elizabeth have been examples for us. Fr Jack’s homily last week emphasized the strength and beauty of community and working together. My experiences in family, education, and summer camps have led me to love, appreciate and respect those who humbly and quietly have taken on the role of helper, listener, supporter, servant on behalf of others. Isn’t this what love is and isn’t this what Jesus calls us to be by his words and his actions? So, if we want to be first, what are we called to do? And how do we do that?

The Liturgy schedule:
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Sept 22           		Dwyer Sullivan                               Fr. Ron McDonnell
Sept 29           		Jean Leahy                                    Fr. Ron McDonnell

Oct 6          		Maryanne and Roberto                  Fr. Jack Costello
Oct 13             		Sheila and Robert Barrett              Fr. Paul McAuley
Oct 20             		Mary and John MacMillan              Fr. Prakash Lohale
Oct 27             		Lee Piepgrass                                Fr. Ron McDonnell
		
This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. 

People Progress Schedule
September: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
October: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements

2023-2024 Financial Report

Full Year: September 1, 2023, up to and including August 31, 2024

Donations		$5,594.76
Expenses
Priests 		$4,400.00 (44 Sundays)
Insurance		$97.20
Room   		$174.78
Technology	$133.08
Music Royalties	$155.00
Christmas		$200.00
Postage		$39.16
Zoom     	  	$278.80
Total			$5,478.02

Financial Assets 
Bank			$654.33
Cash			$43.20
Total			$697.53

Thank you. We are blessed by the multiple ways you support us.
John

Happy September Birthdays to:
	1 Julia Gorman
	17 Matteo Calla & Michael Quintas

	2 Tammy Chan
	21 Bill Watson

	3 David Watson
	23 Denise Colterman-Fox

	11 Sean Olsthoorn
	26 Mary MacMillan

	16 Elizabeth Whelan †
	




Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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