People Progress
     Sunday Community

October 13, 2024                 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time        	Mary and John
						
Welcome, Fr. Paul!	           And Happy Thanksgiving!		
    
﻿Reflection: 
In today’s first reading, from the Book of Wisdom, the writer prayed and entreated and the spirit of wisdom came to him. He then says how this gift radically altered the way he valued material things, in comparison to the spirit of wisdom - “compared with her, I held riches as nothing. I reckoned no priceless stone to be her peer, for compared with her all gold is a pinch of sand, and beside her silver ranks as mud,” We can see from the gospel reading that the rich young man lacks this spirit of wisdom. He comes to Jesus weighed down by his own weaknesses and attachments, unaware that his greatest treasure is standing right before him, looking at him with love.
----------------------------------
We found this short extract, from a homily given by Father Peter Hunter OP, in which he reflects on the gospel passage, concerning the rich young man. In this, he helps us to see how we may have our own attachments and distractions which become obstacles to developing a life-giving relationship with Jesus.
‘We may find ourselves hearing this story and feeling all smug and superior. “That rich young man,” we might want to say, “What a fool! Doesn’t he see that treasure in heaven is better than earthly wealth? The disciples, who so often misunderstand Jesus, on this occasion are one jump ahead of us. Notice, they don’t reply, “How
can the rich be saved?” Instead, they say, “Who can be saved?” with the implication that the answer is, “Nobody.”
What they see, what we are tempted to miss, is that rich people have their distractions, but all of us have our own distractions, whether rich or poor. We are all tempted to put other things ahead of God. For every one of us, there are some things that if Jesus said to us, “Give that up, and you’ll have treasure in heaven. And come
follow me,” we might be reluctant to do so. We would want to walk away in sadness. When I said “IF Jesus said to us” I should have said, “WHEN.” Jesus is saying that, to you and to me, all the time. And the truth is, we find it difficult to let go of the various distractions and comforts in our lives that help us pretend, for a while, that
our lives are our own and in our own control. We are just like the rich young man. That is why Jesus’ reply is so comforting,
“For people it is impossible, but not for God. For everything is possible for God.”
I (Fr Peter Hunter) said before that we rely on God, but that is even so of our turning from the various false gods we have made for ourselves, and especially in our finding forgiveness for our reliance on false gods in the past. We rely on the power of God, and what we cannot do, he will do by his power. And we will have treasure
in heaven.’
--------------------------------------------
If we were asked to choose a psalm to accompany today’s readings, we would choose psalm 62, which begins,
‘O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water.’
We can hear longing in the voice of the psalmist, a longing to be close to God, to have the Spirit of God
dwelling within him. For without this presence of God within him, his life would not be worth living – it would
be like a dry weary land without water.
This reminds us of the rich young man in today’s gospel, who earnestly asks Jesus, “What must I do to inherit
eternal life?” Later, in the gospel, when “Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him,” the rich young man was
not able to embrace the love that Jesus was offering him because of his attachment to his wealth, “for he was
a man of great wealth.”

There is a line a little further on in psalm 62 which makes us think about the choice the rich young man made.
The line is, ‘For your love is better than life.’ Reflecting on this line we have tried to put it into our own words to explore what it means for us. One attempt was this, ‘For your love is better than anything life can offer us.’
Another was, ‘No worldly attachment is worth more than what God offers us.’ 
Each person who reads the line, ‘For your love is better than life’ could ‘translate’ it into a meaningful reflection for their own life. It seems to us that, through this line, Jesus is calling us into a life-giving relationship of love, in which he will always help us and guide us along the right path.
Bob and Sheila

The Liturgy schedule
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Oct 13             		Sheila and Robert Barrett              Fr. Paul McAuley
Oct 20             		Lee Piepgrass                                Fr. Prakash Lohale	
Oct 27			Mary and John MacMillan		Fr. Ron McDonnell
Nov 3			Sharon McCarthy			
Nov 10			Bill and Lindsay Watson                 Fr. Paul McAuley
Nov 17			Art Blomme				Fr. Jack Costello
          		
		
This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know. 


People Progress Schedule
October: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
November: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements
The summary of our community meeting will be sent separately. Watch for it!

Happy October Birthdays to:
	2 Matthew Dunbar
	18 Molly Sutkaitis

	2 Ann Murphy
	18 Roswita Zgraja

	5 Kate Jackson
	19 Tedd Dillon

	5 Sylvia Skrepichuk
	19 Dwyer Sullivan

	7 Marjie Calla
	23 Adam Pimentel
27 Barbara Zuccala





Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 
On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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