
People Progress
     Sunday Community

November 17, 2024 		33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time        	Maryanne & Roberto
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09 

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome, Fr. Jack			
    
Reflection: Art Blomme, Nov. 14,2024
The Psychology of the Christian Apocalyptic Stories
Christian Apocalyptic stories all follow a certain structure. First the tribulation is described and following that is the victory.  It follows the template of Christ’s resurrection where “death is rendered to have lost its sting” through faith in the resurrection. 
 
In the apocalyptic story, the Revelation of John, the structure of this story is clear. The fearsome beast and the calamities that it brings upon the earth by the four horsemen are described in some detail. However, the calamities are not the end of the story for in the end these fearsome events lead to the shining New Jerusalem victoriously descending from the heavens.   
This Sunday’s gospel reading begins by referring to “the tribulation… where … the stars will fall from the sky and the powers of the heavens will be shaken”. Following this tribulation comes the good news “and then they will see the son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.” 

The reading ends with the fig tree metaphor where we are called to view the turmoil in our world as a sign of the progressing seasons. In the spring when we see the tree’s beginning to bud, we know that summer will soon arrive.  In like manner when we see the turmoil and strife in our world, we should know that the kingdom of God is close at hand. 

Gandhi says our real enemy is fear, not hate.  Fear causes us to act out of our reptilian brain.  It pumps adrenalin and cortisone into our body readying us for fight or flight. Fear is a negative state of mind that causes us to withdraw our energies inward to protect ourselves. 

Although they may be different, we all have perspectives on the evil and decay we glean from our interactions with the world. Our news channels are filled with reports of war and genocide, of climate disasters, of the rising cost of shelter, of food scarcity, disease and political corruption.  When we dwell on this tribulation should we as Christians be fearful?

Mark’s metaphor of the fig tree is teaching us to see in the dangerous events of our time, a sign of the inevitable new season where the son of Man is coming in the clouds with great power and glory.

Notice the shift in our mental state generated by this image when we contrast it to the fearful states that are generated in the images of the tribulation. The Christ descending from the heavens with great power and glory generates states of awe and wonder.  These states foster a growth mindset creating the optimum conditions for transcending the tribulation of our times.  

Perhaps our Christian stories of the apocalypse should be seen as social resurrection stories.   Just as our faith in the resurrection has conquered death, so to our faith in the inevitability of the New Jerusalem and the Second Coming conquers the power of death over our society.   There is no reason to have fear. Let us flourish in awe and wonder.

The Liturgy schedule:
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Nov 17			Art Blomme				Fr. Jack Costello
Nov. 24    			David Walsh & John MacMillan	Fr. Prakash Lohale



Advent
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Dec. 1      			Dwyer Sullivan				No priest 
Dec. 8                                                                                  Fr. Jack Costello
Dec. 15									Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 22                                                                                Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
November: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
December: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements
Note from John MacMillan:       		
· For advent, we have a tradition of finding a theme, and having volunteers select the Sunday they want to coordinate.
· I'm suggesting this year's theme is hope. With all the fear and anger in the world, where do we find hope? How do the readings of advent give us encouragement? What will we do to prepare?
· I'll speak briefly during the announcements next week, to either seek your agreement or hear your suggestions. Meantime, if you are considering being a coordinator for one of the Sundays, consult the lectionary for Year C ahead of time.


Happy November Birthdays to:
	4 Jack Schauerte

	20 Penny Dunbar


	8 Diana Morgan

	23 Alisha Olsthoorn


	9 Mary Engels†

	25 John Bacher


	17 Dianne Gallagher†

	26 Michael Watson


	18 Bob Anderson

	





Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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