
People Progress
     Sunday Community

November 24, 2024 		34th Sunday in Ordinary Time        	Maryanne & Roberto
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09 

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome, Fr. Prakash			
    
Reflection: David Walsh

As we reflect on the many wars that are prevalent today in so many countries due to the consequences of hate and fear, we can remember the words of Jesus in today’s gospel when he responds to Pilate and says, “I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice." 
 
Richard Rohr helps us to see how many people in our own time are unable to hear the truth that Jesus speaks - how fear diminishes our ability to love and forgive. He points to how Jesus came to resolve the central and essential problem of hate. “We’ve forgotten that Jesus had a very hard time countering fear and getting to the issue of love. First, he had to expose the phenomenon of hatred. Once he exposed the lie and illusion of hate, love could show itself clearly—and it did.”  

Rohr talks about how the pattern, unfortunately, remains the same. Hate, it seems, is the ordinary, daily agenda for many. Today's Gospel presents the dilemma in a personal narrative that grounds the whole issue in the history of the time, and in the response of Jesus to the human situation. Jesus accepts the religious and social judgment of hate and publicly bears the consequences, but in an utterly new and transforming way that reveals new patterns and possibilities. “For two thousand years, he has remained the most striking icon of a possible new agenda. His death exposed the lie and the problem. His risen life tells people their lives could have a different story line. He didn’t just give us textbook answers from a distance; he personally walked through the process and said, “Follow me.”     

Rohr says fear is almost always behind hate. Sometimes it looks like control, but even then, people are usually just afraid of losing something they think they have. It is almost always the unrecognized or unaddressed fear that justifies hatred. The best and most convincing disguise for fear is seeming virtue, or godliness. Then it never looks like fear. It looks like reason, prudence, common sense, intelligence, the need for social order, morality, religion, obedience, justice, or even spirituality. “Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14, NRSV). What better way to veil vengeance than to call it justice?
  
Rohr talks about how great religion tries its best to free individuals from the tyranny of their small and fragile selves; how it always points toward a larger identity that we call the True Self, the self “hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). Healthy and true religion, like Jesus himself modeled, tells us there is someone we can trust. “Jesus came to reveal and resolve the central and essential problem—humanity’s tendency toward fear and hate. Love is the totally enlightened, entirely nonsensical way out of this pattern. Love has to be worked toward, received, and enjoyed. And the first move is to recognize our deep capacity for fear and hate. But we gather around the negative space quickly, while we “fall into” love rather slowly, and only with lots of practice at falling.”

The Liturgy schedule:
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Nov. 24    			David Walsh & John MacMillan		Fr. Prakash Lohale

Advent
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Dec. 1      				Dwyer Sullivan				No priest 
Dec. 8                           	Rob and Sheila Barrett                   Fr. Jack Costello
Dec. 15				Sharon McCarthy			Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 22                         	Helena Burnstein                            Fr. Paul McAuley
Dec 24 (Christmas eve)                  ???                                  	Fr. Paul McAuley



This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

People Progress Schedule
December: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Announcements
Note from John MacMillan:       		
· I'm suggesting that the Advent theme this year be Hope. With all the fear and anger in the world, where do we find hope? How do the readings of advent give us encouragement? What will we do to prepare?

Happy November Birthdays to:

	01 Larry Schmidt 

	20 Penny Dunbar


	9 Mary Engels†

	25 John Bacher


	17 Dianne Gallagher†

	26 Michael Watson


	18 Bob Anderson

	28 Ron MacDonell




Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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