
People Progress
     Sunday Community

December 1, 2024 		First Sunday in Advent        	John MacMillan
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09 

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome, Fr. Jack			
    
Reflection: 
Advent is the four-week season in which most Christian churches joyfully await and prepare for the birth of a dark-skinned mid-eastern undocumented immigrant who was given the name Emmanuel, God-with-us.
Isaiah foretold in 7:14 the sign the Lord gives us is “a maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Immanuel” Pope John Paul 2 said that birth occurred in history, but also transformed history. The church celebrates with Advent wreathes and the rose-coloured vestments on Gaudete Sunday and the secular world with Advent calendars (often candy-filled), cards, continual Christmas music, gifts, lovely carols, family reunions, special foods, etc.
Advent can provide the time to recall whose birthday it really is, and to meaningfully
incorporate that into what gifts and for whom we give them. Many liturgical calendars focus the first Sunday of Advent on faith and hope, the second on Peace, the third on Joy and the fourth on Peace.
I will leave the members of the Community the opportunity to focus on whatever seems most meaningful to them so that the rest of us can benefit.
What follows is my initial attempt to share the meaning of today’s Liturgy of the Word readings.
I did use the Jerome Biblical Commentary and I am pleased to inform you that my Scripture teacher, Fr. J. Terrence (Terry) Forestell C.S.B. has several substantial contributions in this very recognized Commentary.
Today’s readings are each fairly brief and also fairly straightforward in their interpretation The first two readings and the Psalm each portray hope and joy, as you would anticipate at the beginning of a new liturgical year.
In the first reading, Jerimiah tells of the promise of a branch from the House of David who is
honest and will be important in the saving of Judah.
Psalm 25 tells us of the promises of the Covenant coming true. We will be taught the ways of your path, and we will be guided and instructed into the Kingdom.
The First letter to the Thessalonians (where my wife and I lived taught for two years) clearly states the goals of a person following the teachings of Jesus. You are to increase your love to include everybody (and thing) and live the way you are meant to be.
These three readings seem consistent, joyful, hopeful and looking forward to the coming birth.
The Gospel from Luke seemed out of keeping with the above, describing cosmic disasters and the command to stay awake and pray with confidence to the Son of Man. (I couldn’t help being reminded of a recent unexpected possible cosmic disaster). However, the Commentary said that the meaning was not to be associated with the near future, but was deeply prophetic. It was based on Old Testament stories of powerful acts liberating the chosen people in their need.

In conclusion, I recall that the sayings of the end-times were usually associated with the readings from the last Sundays of the Liturgical year and slipping in these verses from Luke to start this coming new liturgical year was hard for me to understand or explain. I forward to others to clarify, but in the meantime wish all of you a joyful and hopeful Advent.
Dwyer Sullivan


The Liturgy schedule:
Advent
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Dec. 1      				Dwyer Sullivan				Fr. Jack Costello 
Dec. 8                           	Rob and Sheila Barrett                   Fr. Jack Costello
Dec. 15				Sharon McCarthy			Fr. Prakash Lohale
Dec. 22                         	Helena Burnstein                            Fr. Paul McAuley
Dec 24 (Christmas eve)                  ???                                  	Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

Happy birthday to:
Dec. 3 Fr. Paul
Dec 4 Bill Fox
Dec 6 Fr. Jack
Dec 7 Bob Stone †
Dec 14 Bill Wright
Dec 19 Helena Burnstein

People Progress Schedule
December: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!


Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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