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December 8, 2024 	          Second Sunday in Advent        	John MacMillan
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09 

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome, Fr. Jack			   
Reflection:  One of the hymns suggested for use during Advent in our parish hymnbook is ‘O come, O come Emmanuel’. This hymn was inspired by the seven O Antiphons which are recited or sung at vespers before and after the Magnificat, from December 17th – 23rd. (You will also hear them being said as the gospel acclamations in the daily masses at this time). Malcolm Guite, a pastor and poet, tells us that in its first centuries, the Church developed the custom of praying seven great prayers in Advent, calling afresh on Christ to come, addressing him by the mysterious titles found in the Old Testament, particularly in Isaiah – O Wisdom, O Root, O Key, O Light, O Emmanuel. So these antiphons can be spoken aloud as heartfelt prayers during this Advent season, at any time of the day. Here is one to herald our mass on this Sunday, as we pray to Emmanuel, our God-with-us, our hope, our Saviour.

O Emanuel, our king and our lawgiver,
the hope of the nations and their Saviour;
Come and save us, O Lord our God.
__________________________________________________________________
In his homily for the second Sunday of Advent, Father Simon Gaine OP introduces us to the theme that Advent is a time of returning – a time when we pray for Emmanuel to come to us, and also a season when we can reflect on how we can return to him with all our heart and mind and soul.
‘Advent is, among other things, about returning. In our first reading we witness the return of exiles to Jerusalem, to God’s city. From east and west, at God’s command, they return, carried back like royalty. God has removed every obstacle to their return, as though he had flattened mountains and hills and filled in the valleys, so Israel can return in safety, saved by the Lord.
But more important is the fact that the people are accompanied by God in their return. He is present with them, escorting them, just as they had been escorted by their enemies when they were taken into captivity. So, when they return home, the Lord’s special presence among his people is also returning home.
In today’s gospel, we see how these prophecies are more deeply fulfilled in the New Covenant. John the Baptist is that voice, foretold by the prophets, which calls for a straight road to be prepared for God, with valleys filled in and hills laid low. That return takes place definitively in Jesus, when he comes among us, and the salvation of God is made plain for all. He is God returning to be present in the most special way of all among his people when God becomes human. And all this is done so that
we too can return to him and be part of the city of God.’
___________________________________________________________________
Malcolm Guite, pastor and poet, has written seven sonnets in response to the seven Advent prayers known as the O Antiphons. The final sonnet in this sequence is the one we have chosen to share with you today. Malcolm says this about this sonnet:
‘In this final sonnet of the sequence of seven, I look back across the other titles of Christ, but also look forward, beyond Christmas, to the new birth for humanity and for the whole cosmos that is promised in the birth of God in our midst. For the birth of Christ at Christmas is the sign of the other birth that Christ promises: the birth of the kingdom of God, and ourselves born anew within it.’

O Emanuel by Malcolm Guite
O come, O come, and be our God-with us
O long-sought With-ness for a world without,
O secret seed, O hidden spring of light.
Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name,
Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy Flame.
O quickened little wick so tightly curled,
Be folded with us into time and place,
Unfold for us the mystery of grace
And make a womb of all this wounded world.
O heart of Heaven beating in the earth,
O tiny hope within our hopelessness
Come to be born, to bear us to our birth,
To touch a dying world with new-made hands
And make these rags of time our swaddling bands.
Rob Barrett

The Liturgy schedule:
Advent
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Dec. 8                           	Rob and Sheila Barrett                   Fr. Jack Costello
Dec. 15				Sharon McCarthy			Fr. Jack Costello
Dec. 22                         	Helena Burnstein                            Fr. Paul McAuley
Dec 24 (Christmas eve)                  ???                                  	Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

Happy birthday to:
Dec. 3 Fr. Paul
Dec 4 Bill Fox
Dec 6 Fr. Jack
Dec 7 Bob Stone †
Dec 14 Bill Wright
Dec 19 Helena Burnstein

People Progress Schedule
December: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!


Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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