
People Progress
     Sunday Community

December 15, 2024 	          Third Sunday in Advent        	John MacMillan
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09 

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome, Fr. Jack			   
Reflection:  
How desperate would you have to be, do you think, to ask someone you respect, “What should I do?  Tell me how to change my life, and I’ll do it.” Most people would need to have hit absolute rock bottom with nowhere lower to fall, nothing left to lose, no shred of pride left. If you ever have the privilege of hearing a speaker at an open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous, you will hear a level of rough honesty and wrenching self-understanding that emerged from that place at absolute rock-bottom.

It almost seems too easy in our Gospel reading for today.  People from a variety of different life situations came to John the Baptist, a ragged bug-eating creature from the desert in Matthew’s telling, but here in Luke a prophet addressed with the title “Teacher.”  They asked him, “How should I change my life?” My favourite is the advice he addresses to soldiers, which in one version reads, “Stop grumbling and be content with your pay!” You can just hear a curmudgeonly bark in his words.

John wasn’t the only “Baptist” plying his trade in the region at this time.  The Hebrew prophets of several hundred years before, the era of defeat, exile and return, addressed themselves to the people as a whole. Their message ran something like, “You want to know how this happened?  Why you suffered slaughter and slavery, exile and oppression?  Because you abandoned the God who brought your ancestors out of Egypt and thought you could do better with the local gods!  And where did it get you?  Huh?” This was a call to repentance but addressed to the people as a whole, intended to bring them back, as a whole, to faithfulness to the God of their ancestors.

The prophets in the time of Jesus, on the other hand, were preaching individual responsibility for unethical, immoral or simply bratty behaviour. They preached, often to crowds, and dispensed advice, but didn’t stop there: they called those who intended to reform their lives to enter into the waters in a symbolic ritual act of washing away what was foul and rising up out of the water purified and renewed. This was not the sacrament of Baptism as we know it – the significance of a sacrament lies in the incarnation, death and resurrection of Christ. The word “baptizo,” pronounced “baptidzo,” in Greek, simply means, “to dip.”

And the process doesn’t stop there. Reform of one’s own life means living in community with others, compassionate and sensitive to their needs, and willing to let go of one’s own excess in order that others might enjoy the basic necessities.

It wouldn’t be prophetic without a future orientation and a threat of some sort: “…but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Impending doom hardly qualifies as good news.  And yet, behind all the threats and the dire predictions of cosmic collapse we’ve heard in the past few weeks’ readings, lies a silent glimmer of light.  And sometimes much more than that.

This Sunday in Advent, the “pink candle Sunday” in your Advent wreath (unless you’re using the new Cosmic Advent Wreath, in which case your candle this week is red for the Incarnation), is marked by joyful anticipation.  The first two readings set up this hopeful context:  the reading from Zephaniah bubbles over with excitement and almost delirious joy over the people’s deliverance from oppression.  The Psalm, this time not a real psalm but a passage from Isaiah 12, just bursts at the seams with exultation.  Paul, writing to the community at Philippi, caps it off by urging them not only to “Rejoice!” but to trust in God with all their needs: “but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.”  Joy, trust, prayer, all enveloped with thanksgiving.  It doesn’t get better than that.

In the Northern hemisphere we’re approaching the winter solstice – every afternoon a little darker, a little earlier. So we turn on the lights a little sooner, and appreciate the warmth of candlelight, or a string of fairy lights, or a fine crackling fire. The silent glimmer of light hovers, hinting, holding back just a little, until the time is right. And of all the symbolic features of this season of Advent, that of time overlays all the rest. Wait for God. Be strong. Take heart.
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Be JOYFUL Good news of great JOY to all people. Luke 2:10 Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday reminds us of our joyful anticipation of Jesus ‘birth. The gift of joy reflects the presence of God in our lives. Do others see in our eyes a joyful expectation or the anxiety of having too much to do? How will we share the gift of joy in the remaining days of Advent? 

 Prayer for Lighting of Advent Wreath 
 The third Advent candle urges us to be joyful: full of joy. It is an overflowing, feeling much like “Glory of the Lord” spilled out of heaven that ancient midnight. It spread from Angel to Shepherd, finally to you. Be joyful. O Joyful, Heavenly God, in in the middle of this season of prayer, penance and sacrifice, help us to appreciate the opportunities of joy that you have laid before us. Light our way, open our eyes and our hearts, we pray, to the awareness that we may still be joyful, even if stress is all around us. May we allow ourselves to take a breath, look to the light of the rose candle, and be joyful for the gift of Advent. May this gift lead us to an even greater Joy when we celebrate the birth of your Son, as we proclaim, “Joy to the world!” 

 PRAYERS of the FAITHFUL, Sunday Missal 
 Response: Lord, hear our prayer 

 For religious leaders, called to teach and guide in the practice of the faith, we pray to the Lord, response 

 For deepening respect among people of all races, cultures and religions, we pray to the Lord. Response. 
 For those whose hearts are filled with fear and anxiety, we pray to the Lord. Response 

 For the special needs of our community gathered here today, we pray to the Lord. Response.

The Liturgy schedule:
Advent
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Dec. 15				Sharon McCarthy			Fr. Jack Costello
Dec. 22                         	Helena Burnstein                            Fr. Paul McAuley
Dec 24 (Christmas eve)                  ???                                  	Fr. Paul McAuley

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

Happy birthday to:
Dec. 3 Fr. Paul
Dec 4 Bill Fox
Dec 6 Fr. Jack
Dec 7 Bob Stone †
Dec 14 Bill Wright
Dec 19 Helena Burnstein

People Progress Schedule
December: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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