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December 22, 2024 	          Fourth Sunday in Advent        	John MacMillan
	
					
Welcome, Fr. Paul			   
Reflection:    On this fourth Sunday of Advent, it had been my hope that in lighting the candle of Peace we could have celebrated, at least, a ceasefire between Israel and Gaza.  But we are a hopeful people who ‘live in the Light’ of Christ.

     This last Sunday of Advent, coincidentally, is the day after the winter solstice so the darkness is already turning to light.

     Bill Watson will share a meaningful prayer at the candle-lighting symbolizing our hope for peace.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

     I am so grateful to Mary MacMillan for the sermon she sent us from Broadview magazine.  We are told that, “From the Cosmos of the universe Jesus was born at a particular time into a particular place into a particular culture into a particular people, and that this particularity matters!

  We cannot understand Jesus unless we understand that he was Jewish.  (Scholars declare that this has been omitted or even suppressed until recently, but even today in describing Jesus, his Jewishness is often omitted!).

     Today’s first reading is from the book of the prophet Micah. Although not in today’s readings his ‘words of how God wants us to live touch the hearts of many: ‘…to act justly, to love mercy and walk humbly with your God’.

     When I struggle with my faith, it is today’s reading from Micah that gives me peace.  It convinces me that Jesus is surely the promised Messiah.  And Jesus, who knew the Jewish scriptures well, likely came to his gradual consciousness of being the Messiah through this passage.

To understand the Visitation we also need to understand the Jewish context of Zachariah as the high priest that year and the prestigious role of Elizabeth in that context.

There is now a new understanding of ‘Elizabeth as prophet’ as she was actually the first to recognize/acknowledge  the significance of Jesus during the visitation of Mary. 

May we be nourished by our gathering today through our listening and sharing as we move through the next few days into our Christmas Eve celebration.

Helena




The Liturgy schedule:
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Dec. 22                         	Helena Burnstein                           Fr. Paul McAuley
Dec 24 (Christmas eve)         Helena Burnstein                           Fr. Paul McAuley
Dec. 24 – Christmas eve mass will begin at 7 p.m.

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

Happy birthday to:
Dec. 3 Fr. Paul
Dec 4 Bill Fox
Dec 6 Fr. Jack
Dec 7 Bob Stone †
Dec 14 Bill Wright
Dec 19 Helena Burnstein

People Progress Schedule
December: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Give the responses or find someone to offer the responses so the priest will have a response to the prayers during mass.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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