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We were rear-ended while returning from a family gathering at Sara and John’s house, which stunned John for several minutes. He had a brief experience of not knowing which parts of his body were still working, but the doctors assured him he’d live awhile yet. Rather than repair our old car, the insurance company paid for what became our “new” Mazda 6. Mary has yet to experience the heated seats, and John is still not sure about some of the electronic controls. It’s the first sports car they’ve ever owned, not that we’re driving it like a sports car.

John retired from volunteering at Learning Unlimited, but he’s still attending classes. Now he can have coffee with the gang and still be on time at 10 a.m.! 

Mary didn’t know what she was getting into when she started the Family History Project. John knew enough to leave the already unmanageable family pictures alone. She keeps giving herself deadlines, but then something new has to be added. John keeps her company at Staples where they Xerox the chosen pictures. Five Bidwell binders are finished; three MacMillan binders nearly so.
Mary used to bake volumes of cookies: no longer! But she does bake a few dozen for the neighbors, for such events as the beginning of Summer, Halloween, and Christmas and Valentine’s day. The two children next door, 7-year-old Ramona and 4-year-old Tommy help John deliver them, which is always warmly welcomed. One of our neighbors says her daughter has started baking herself and has started a baking club at her school. This is the kind of neighborhood you do want to live in!

Our health continues to be “good”. John can’t walk as far or do as much but doesn’t know why. His doctors tell him the tests so far are normal. In the meantime he has more excuses to avoid shoveling, etc. We also have more medical appointments than ever, and our new activity is visiting friends in care facilities and hospitals. It’s nice to be useful!
Our daughters have been on the move. Tanya and Jean Fabrice, who live in seasonally cold Quebec City went to Hawaii last Christmas and have booked a trip to Australia this year. MaryBeth visited London and Paris, but not during the Olympics. Sara and John visited family and friends (and watched some tennis) in Arizona and California, and later went to Chicago and Detroit. Mary and John are excited to hear all about it when they get back (we have no interest in travel).

We are grateful for the year we’ve had. We appreciate our many blessings, which includes you. Even when we’re not together we’re not far from each other in our hearts. Love,
Mary maryemacmillan@gmail.com  John met191970@gmail.com
