People Progress
     Sunday Community

January 19, 2025 	        2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time		Maryanne & Roberto
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09 

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Sharon McCarthy is leading the liturgy
			   
Reflection: © Susan K. Roll

Isaiah 62: 1-5;   Psalm 96 (RM) or 36 (RCL);     I Corinthians 12: 4-11 (RM) or 1-11(RCL);   John 2: 1-11.

She has no name.
Not here and not in John 19:26 where she turns up again.

She’s his mother.

She posed an innocent observation as an implied request.
He snapped back at her rudely.
She demurred, backed off, and spoke to the servants instead, hoping he’d get it.
Fortunately he did.

The Gospel of John operates on multiple levels of symbolism, and this story is full of details, each of which operates on several levels.  This story does not appear in the other three Gospels, and it reverses the order in which Jesus’ disciples are shown to realize that he is the promised Messiah.  In John they get it from the start – elsewhere they stay clueless, no matter how many miracles they witness, or how many instructive parables they hear.

Most commentators on this story go to some effort to reassure contemporary readers that Jesus wasn’t being nearly as mean as he seems.  Gyne, the Greek word for “woman,” isn’t supposed to sound like abuse, we’re told, but rather a term of address he used for the Samaritan woman in 4:21 and the woman brought to him for judgement in 8:10, as well as for Mary Magdalene in the garden in 20:15.  It functions somewhat like “Madam” or “Ma’am.”

Let’s take it one level deeper.  The whole gospel is constructed in such a way that the figure of Jesus’ mother acts as a pivot, at the beginning and at the end of his ministry.  This shows up in the words of Jesus, “My hour has not yet come” (a reference picked up in the narrative of his suffering and death,) as well as in the expression “On the third day…” which would later serve as a synonym for the resurrection.

In the gospel of John his mother was present for both events, like opening and closing parentheses on his public ministry, the beginning and the end, symbolic markers of a defined time period that began, and in good time ended, as if by design.  Commentator Barbara Reid calls these two scenes “bookmarks, framing the whole gospel.”

Let’s take it another level deeper.   To this day, when you enter a restaurant in Israel you’re likely to see a sink and faucet near the entrance, for washing.  Water of course carries its own rich range of symbolization, but here the story’s focus is on the transformation of water used for the pre-meal ritual purification into high quality wine.  Wine carries a host of very different and even contradictory symbolic overlays, from joy to suffering, from nourishment to sacrifice, from “the fruit of the vine and work of human hands,” to a pure gift of God.

And you wouldn’t be far off if you just leave it on the level of pure gift.  In spite of the implication that his mother knew that he not only could, but should, create a miraculous transformation of water into wine, he was not obligated to do so.  This might explain his apparent snappishness, followed by his abrupt about-face and subsequent concession to her implied request.  The good wine was pure gift.  Unexplainable, unnatural, supernatural in fact.

Would it be outlandish to say that the mother of Jesus, in effect, gave birth to the first sign of who he was as divine?  Birthed his public ministry?  Accompanied him at its culmination, and birthed him into the unexplainable – the gift of life beyond death.
This Reflection has been lightly edited from that of January 16, 2022.


The Liturgy schedule:

Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Jan 12      			Mary & John MacMillan      		Fr. Paul McAuley
Jan 19                		Sharon McCarthy             			Lay-led
Jan 26                           Lindsy & Bill Watson               	Fr. Prakash Lohale

Feb 2                         	Sheila and Robert Barrett               Fr. Jack Costello 
										(to be confirmed)
Feb 9                          	Dean Riley                                  	Fr. Paul McAuley
Feb 16                           -----------------                                  Fr. Prakash Lohale
Feb 23			Maryanne S-J & Roberto J.		Fr. Ron MacDonell

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

Happy birthday to:
Jan 04: Br. Paul Baker, SJ 
Jan 15: Bernard Joseph McKeever
Jan 20: Carole Giangrande
Jan 21: Jack Murphy 
Jan 25: Maryanne Stone-Jiménez, 
Jan 28: Jacqueline Vonbun

People Progress Schedule
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
February: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 


On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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