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     Sunday Community

January 26, 2025 	        4th Sunday in Ordinary Time		John MacMillan
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Jack

Reflection: Sheila and Robert Barrett

Today For our reflection we have chosen to share with you a homily given by Pope Francis on the readings for this Sunday.
Contemplating the presentation in the Temple
Before our eyes we can picture Our Lady as she walks, carrying the baby Jesus in her arms. She brings him to the Temple; she brings him to meet his people. The arms of Mary are like the ladder on which the Son of God comes down to us, the ladder of God’s condescension. This is what we heard in the first reading, from the Letter to the Hebrews: Christ became completely like his brothers and sisters, so that he could be a compassionate and trustworthy High Priest. This is the twofold path
taken by Jesus: he descended, he became like us in order then to ascend with us to the Father, making us like himself. In our heart we can contemplate this double movement by imagining the Gospel scene of Mary who enters the Temple holding the Child in her arms. The Mother walks, yet it is the Child who goes before her. She carries him, yet he is leading her along the path of the God who comes to us so that we might go to him.
Jesus walked the same path as we do, and shows us the new way, the new and living way which is he, himself. This is the one way which, concretely and without alternatives, we must continue to tread with joy and perseverance. The Gospel speaks to us of Mary and Joseph’s obedience to the law of the Lord. Jesus came not to do his own will, but the will of the Father. This way – he tells us – was his food (John 4:34). In the same way, all those who follow Jesus must set out on the path of obedience.
[Pope Francis explains for us what is meant by the word obedience in another one of his homilies -
What does obeying God mean? Does it mean that we must behave like slaves? No, whoever obeys God is free; he is not a slave! And how can this be? It seems like a contradiction…. The word “obey” comes from the Latin and means to listen, to hear others. Obeying God is listening to God, having an open heart to follow the path that God points out to us. Obedience to God is listening to God, and it sets us free.]
In the account of Jesus’ Presentation in the Temple, wisdom is represented by two elderly persons, Simeon and Anna: persons docile to the Holy Spirit, led by him, inspired by him. The Lord granted them wisdom as the fruit of a long journey along the path of obedience to his law, an obedience which likewise humbles and abases, but which also lifts up and protects hope, making them creative, for they are filled with the Holy Spirit. Simeon praises the Lord and Anna proclaims salvation. As with Mary, the elderly man holds the Child, but in fact it is the Child who guides the elderly man. Mary, the young mother, and Simeon, the kindly old man, hold the Child in their arms yet it is the Child himself who guides them both.
Today we too, like Mary and Simeon, want to take Jesus into our arms, to bring him to his people. Surely we will be able to do so if we enter into the mystery in which Jesus himself is our guide. Let us bring others to Jesus, but let us also allow ourselves to be led by him. This is what we should be: guides who themselves are guided. May the Lord, through the intercession of Mary our mother, St Joseph, and saints Simeon and Anna, grant to all of us what we sought in today’s opening prayer: to be presented to him with minds made pure. Amen.

The events we read about in today’s gospel are commemorated in the fourth joyful mystery of the rosary and in the liturgy of Candlemas on February 2nd , the last of the Christmas festivities, when candles are blessed and carried in procession in memory of Simeon’s greeting to Jesus on this occasion as the light which rescues the world from darkness (Luke 2:32). Like St Luke himself, the liturgy of this day sees the Presentation of Jesus being made not so much to God as to mankind. It is when Jesus offers himself in utter self-sacrifice to his Father that he answers all our aspirations and becomes our saviour:
‘Your merciful love O Lord, we have received in the midst of your temple’ (Entrance antiphon to today’s mass.)
In his poem “Candlemas” Malcolm Guite reflects on the experiences of Mary and Joseph and on the light that radiates from the face of our Saviour:
Candlemas by Malcolm Guite
They came, as called, according to the law.
Though they were poor and had to keep things simple,
They moved in grace, in quietness, in awe,
For God was coming with them to his Temple.
Amidst the outer court’s commercial bustle
They’d waited hours, enduring shouts and shoves,
Buyers and sellers sensing one more hustle,
Had made a killing on the two young doves.
They come at last with us to Candlemas
And keep the day the prophecies came true;
We share with them, amidst our busyness,
The peace that Simeon and Anna knew.
For Candlemas still keeps his kindled light:
Against the dark our Saviour’s face is bright.

The Liturgy schedule:

Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Feb 2                         	Sheila and Robert Barrett               Fr. Jack Costello	
Feb 9                          	Dean Riley                                  	Fr. Paul McAuley
Feb 16                          Art Blomme	                            Fr. Prakash Lohale
Feb 23			Maryanne S-J & Roberto J.		Fr. Ron MacDonell

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

Happy birthday to:
Sharon McCarthy, Feb 04
Mary Beth MacMillan, Feb 23
Tim Watson, Feb 25

People Progress Schedule
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
February: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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