People Progress
     Sunday Community

February 16, 2025 	        6th Sunday in Ordinary Time		John MacMillan
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Prakash

Reflection 
Integral Ecology, the Common Good and the Beatitudes

This Sunday’s gospel provides us with Luke&#39;s version of the beatitudes which some consider
to be more down-to-earth and focused on the physical and social conditions of the people.
For Luke these social conditions are not static but develop into their opposite. “blessed are
those who are hungry for you will be satisfied. ...    Woe to you who are filled now, for you will
be hungry.” We live in a nation of plenty but perhaps that can change. Empires come and
Empires fall. Perhaps, if we are of the satisfied we will one day experience hunger and when
hungry we will once again be satisfied.
Laudato Si, Pope Francis’ Encyclical, On Caring for Our Home shares this more down to
earth focus on the physical and the social conditions of people with Luke’s version of the
beatitudes.
Francis’ call for justice is a call for an Integral Ecology. We need to include the human, social
and the environmental aspect to resolve the contemporary crisis described in the beatitudes.
139. ...It is essential to seek comprehensive solutions which consider the interactions
within natural systems themselves and with social systems. We are faced not with two
separate crises, one environmental and the other social, but rather with one complex
crisis which is both social and environmental. Strategies for a solution demand an
integrated approach to combating poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded, and at the
same time protecting nature. (Laudato Si)
Many philosophers including Teilard de Chardin believe that we are evolving to a higher level
of consciousness and understanding. Abraham Maslow says that we are building on the
shoulders of the giants that went before us. As we increase in understanding we need a
more nuanced explanation of our role in the world. The study of this process of becoming
more conscious and understanding is called integral theory.
Our society and Catholicism is increasingly being polarized by different narratives given to the
crisis we face. Authoritarian measures to mitigate perceived environmental and health threats
may give little attention to their effect on individuals. Champions of rights and freedoms may
not give due consideration to environmental concerns and other concerns requiring collective
action. The resulting narratives seem to be at war with each other. This conflict is
aggravated by the interest of the most wealthy and powerful who use their ownership of
media channels to keep society divided.
One concept used in Laudato Si that has contributed to this polarization is the concept of the
common good. It’s contribution to polarization in our society is largely do to a
misunderstanding of Francis’ definition. Pope Francis describes the common good as:
157. Underlying the principle of the common good is respect for the human person as
such, endowed with basic and inalienable rights ordered to his or her integral
development. It has also to do with the overall welfare of society and the development
of a variety of intermediate groups, applying the principle of subsidiarity. Outstanding
among those groups is the family, as the basic cell of society.
The common good begins with respect for the human person and extends outward to the
group. Key to understanding the common good in the eyes of Francis is the principle of

Subsidiarity. Which gives precedence to the authority of the family over the authority of
globalist institutions.
During the pandemic the basic right to refuse experimental medical treatment was denied to
support what we now know to be a massive fraud by Big Pharma . Other rights too were
violated to enforce top-down authoritative pandemic measures around the world. This has
enhanced a division among people of good will between those who resisted the narrative of
the authorities and those who did not question that authority. This division continues to this
day and has been politicized along party lines. .
It doesn’t have to be this way. We can choose to listen to the other. This is the remedy to the
crisis proposed in Integral Theory. By listening and understanding the other we can begin to
see the world from the perspective of the other in addition to our own and transcend this
polarization. We progress to a new stage of consciousness.
Art Blomme 13/02/2025


-::-::-::-


The Liturgy schedule:

Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Feb 16                          Art Blomme	                            Fr. Prakash Lohale
Feb 23			Maryanne S-J & Roberto J.		Fr. Ron MacDonell
Mar 2				Jean
Mar 9		First Sunday in Lent					Fr. Paul McAuley
Mar 16			Sharon					Fr. Prakash
Mar 23									Fr. Ron
Mar 30									Fr. Paul
Apr 6										Fr. Prakash
Apr 13 									Fr. Paul
Apr 20 (Easter)								Fr. Ron


This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

Happy birthday to:
Sharon McCarthy, Feb 04
Mary Beth MacMillan, Feb 23
Tim Watson, Feb 25

People Progress Schedule
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
February: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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