People Progress
     Sunday Community

February 23, 2025 	        7th Sunday in Ordinary Time		John MacMillan
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Ron

Reflection February 23, 2025
by Maryanne and Roberto
As a continuation of last Sunday’s gospel reading, today’s gospel points out to us how
impoverished we feel because we are urged to love our enemies. How is this possible?
The prophets who have gone before us and those of our own times shed some light on
how we might commit to this overwhelming task.
After Jesus addresses the crowd with the beatitudes and the woes, Jesus says: “love
your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for
those who mistreat you”. In the first reading of Samuel, David does not harm his enemy
Saul because Saul has been chosen (anointed) by the Lord. David says: “today, though
the LORD delivered you into my grasp, I would not harm the LORD’s anointed.”
The following passage is an excerpt from the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
King’s sermon “Loving Your Enemies.”
“When I speak of love I am not speaking of some sentimental and weak
response. I am speaking of that force which all of the great religions have seen
as the supreme unifying principle of life. Love is somehow the key that unlocks
the door which leads to ultimate reality. . . .
This command of Jesus challenges us with new urgency. Upheaval after
upheaval has reminded us that modern humanity is traveling along a road called
hate, in a journey that will bring us to destruction. . . .
Far from being the pious injunction of a Utopian dreamer, the command to love
one’s enemy is an absolute necessity for our survival. Love even for enemies is
the key to the solution of the problems of our world. Jesus is not an impractical
idealist: he is the practical realist”.
In the 2nd reading of Paul to the Corinthians, we hear: “just as we have borne the image
of the earthly one, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly one”. We are made in
God’s image; we all hold divinity in our being. We can love because we are beings of
love. We can do this!
Sister Joan Chittister explains it this way: “once we have found the God within. . . . We
become connected to everything, to everyone. We carry the whole world in our hearts,
the oppression of all peoples, the suffering of our friends, the burdens of our enemies,
the raping of the earth, the hunger of the starving, the joyous expectation every laughing
child has a right to”.
When we can identify as sons and daughters of the Divine One and remember who we
are, Fr. John Dear claims that we can “go forth into the world of war as peacemakers to
love every other human being”…….. If we are sons and daughters of a loving Creator,
then every human being is our sister and brother, and we can never hurt anyone on
earth ever again, much less be silent in the face of war, starvation, racism, sexism,
nuclear weapons, systemic injustice, and environmental destruction”…… Amen, so be
it; Yes, I am (capable and willing and ready).


The Liturgy schedule:
Date 					Planner(s) 				      Priest
Feb 23			Maryanne S-J & Roberto J.		Fr. Ron 
Mar 2				Jean
Mar 9				Lindsay and Bill				Fr. Paul 
Mar 16			Sharon					
Mar 23									Fr. Ron
Mar 30									Fr. Paul
Apr 6										Fr. Prakash
Apr 13 									Fr. Paul
Apr 20 (Easter)								Fr. Ron


This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do
a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter,
so that we all know.

Happy birthday to:
Sharon McCarthy, Feb 04
Mary Beth MacMillan, Feb 23
Tim Watson, Feb 25

People Progress Schedule
January: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
February: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday
evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!
                    
2024-2025 Financial Report

September 1, 2024 to February 28, 2024
Expenses
Priests  	         $2,525.00 (21 Sundays)
Music Royalties           $160.00
Christmas 	            $300.00
Postage 		  $18.48
Zoom     	  	$322.40
Total 		         $3,325.88
Financial Assets 
Bank   		         $1,212.59
Cash     	  	  $43.20
Total  		          $1,262.79

We did not need any payments for room rentals or insurance. The one hybrid Mass was provided for by Liz Whelan’s estate. 
We had twenty-one Masses this year, plus three lay-led liturgies. 
Zoom has increased in price – from $22.40 to $60 per month.
We are entering Lent in the second week of March, a time when we traditionally ask the community for financial help. We do have enough to continue beyond Easter this year but need help for June and possibly four summer Masses.
I’ll give you an update in “a couple of weeks”.
John

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended. (at announcements)
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