People Progress
Sunday Community

March 9, 2025 	 	        1st Sunday of Lent	   Maryanne & Roberto
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Paul
			   
Reflection: Lindsay & Bill Watson

JESUS’ TEMPTATION IN THE DESERT

We have certainly started Lent this year with a bang heard around the world with the chaos of the US government. We now face an existential threat, and how we respond will impact our future as a people and country.

There are any number of ways to approach today's Gospel reading. Henri Nouwen, the priest and author, pointed out that Jesus' temptations are ones we today experience. Jesus' temptation to turn stones into bread is the temptation to relevance: I feel a draw always to matter, to be on the inside, to be of value or use to the group. None of us ever wants to be irrelevant, to be sure, but how easy is it to build one's identity on what one does rather than the person that one is? 

The second temptation Jesus faces is to be spectacular. Throwing oneself from a parapet is certainly a way to get attention...some things don't change, even after 2,000 years! Yet think of the dynamic at play: it is so often desirable to "show off" or perform unnecessarily. In a world of mass media there can be a drive to be the center of attention, to have all eyes fixed "on me." 

The third and final temptation Nouwen indicates is the temptation to be powerful. Kingdoms were placed at Jesus' feet and, somehow, he rejected this seduction. Sometimes it seems as though power can substitute for love, that coercion can supplant charity. It is far easier to rule from the safety of a citadel than it is to make oneself in direct loving ministry to others. Jesus followed the latter path...and we killed him for it.
Perhaps this Lent will be a time when we can put our faith and confidence in our God with whom we will spend some forty days. Fortified by this sojourn in the desert, may we, too, be able to resist the wiles of the one who threatens to destroy us.”
                                                                           Ryan G. Duns, SJ

Richard Rohr points out that 
“we can only be tempted to something that is good on some level’ partially good, or good for some, or just good for us and not for others.
Temptations are always about “good” things or we could not be tempted. Most people’s daily ethical choices are not between total good and total evil , but between various shades of good, a partial good that is wrongly perceived as an absolute good (because of the self as the central reference point), or even evil that disguises itself as good. These are what get us into trouble.”



The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				    Planner(s) 				 Priest
March 9: 1st Lent		Lindsay & Bill Watson		Fr. Paul McAuley
March 16: 2nd Lent	Sharon McCarthy			Lay Led
March 23: 3rd Lent	Helena Burnstein			Fr. Ron MacDonell
March 30: 4th Lent		??				Fr. Paul McAuley
April 6: 5th Lent			??				Fr. Prakash Lohale
April 13: 6th Lent 	         Maryanne & Roberto		Fr. Paul McAuley
April 20: Easter		Art Blomme			Fr. Ron MacDonell

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

Happy March birthdays:

March 3: Gwen Schauerte
March 8: Adrian Olsthoorn
March 10: Greg Gillis
March 11: Marianne Scandiffio
March 16: Francine Gillis
March 20: Rosemary Gray-Snelgrove
March 29: Jean Leahy CSJ

People Progress Schedule
March: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
April: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:

Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to the liturgy.
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses.
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)





