People Progress
Sunday Community

March 16, 2025 	 	        2nd Sunday of Lent	   Maryanne & Roberto
	
Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Led by Sharon McCarthy
			   
Reflection: Susan Roll

Genesis 15: 5-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:7 – 4:1; Luke 9: 28-36.

Anyone who ever stumbled through a crowded train station struggling with an unwieldy four-wheeled suitcase must have been struck by the painful irony.

This poorly engineered piece of luggage, once you hoisted it on the train and managed to park it somewhere, was on its way to a happily anticipated visit to family or friends, or maybe to a wonderful vacation spot.  And so were you.

Not these swarms of frightened, desperate families. They were fleeing for their lives, with a few things stuffed quickly into a suitcase.

A week before, the restaurants and cafes had been crowded with carefree clients. Now, crowds were fleeing the sudden terror of rocket attack, explosion, and fire. Their homes destroyed, or about to be destroyed.  Loved ones gone missing. Lugging a case with a few clothes.  Or a beloved dog or cat wrapped in a blanket.

Sometimes a father or brother accompanied the family to the train, or as far as the border.  Then the family continued onward, and the man turned back to join the country’s defence forces.

When did this happen?  Exactly three years ago, in the first stage of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

At first glance you might not think there’s any point of connection between the Transfiguration story in the Gospel of Luke, and the incomprehensible aggression that uprooted millions of ordinary people from their homes, from one day to the next. In fact it’s there, but you have to dig for it.

Scripture scholars are sharply divided about whether this story was supposed to anticipate Christ’s resurrection.  But a wealth of details point in a different, more immediate and more ominous, direction.  The key is the journey motif.

Among the three Synoptic Gospel writers – Matthew, Mark and Luke – only Luke relates what Jesus, Moses and Elijah were talking about, in this vision of dazzling, blinding glory.  They were “speaking about his departure, which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.”  Peter, of course, doesn’t notice: he’s babbling on about setting up three tents, one for each of them.  His cluelessness grabs the spotlight and shifts the focus sideways, right at a crucial moment of insight.

The word used in Greek, exodos, means “going out on the road,” or departing. Yes, it’s the same word as the Exodus of the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt, on the road for a very, very long time before they settled in Canaan.  But the word exodos also serves as a euphemism for death -- setting out on a singular journey, departing from among the living.  This story began with “he went up on the mountain to pray,” and this acute realization unfolded for him in prayer.  Another was that his death would not end his mission but rather pave the way for a new “exodus,” new life from death, not only for one person but for many.

Barbara Reid and Shelly Matthews write,
“There are Christians who declare that ‘God sent his Son to die for our sins.’  Such a formulation cannot be sustained from the Gospel of Luke. In Luke, Jesus’ death is that of a rejected prophet, not an atonement for sin.  As chosen one, Jesus also chooses.  He chooses to continue his mission by going to Jerusalem.”*

Jesus did not make the journey to Jerusalem to escape the danger of death, but instead to face danger, and death, head on. He came down from the mountain, quietly determined, aware of what was to come.  No happy destination in sight. No place to stow unwieldy luggage. No safe refuge.  No tents.

“And when the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.”**

*In Luke 1-9, Wisdom Commentary series, (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2021) p. 288.
**Luke 9: 51.      
This Reflection has been updated from that of March 13, 2022.

The Liturgy schedule:
Date 				    Planner(s) 				 Priest
March 16: 2nd Lent	Sharon McCarthy			Lay Led
March 23: 3rd Lent	Helena Burnstein			Fr. Ron MacDonell
March 30: 4th Lent		??				Fr. Paul McAuley
April 6: 5th Lent		Sheila & Rob Barrett		Fr. Prakash Lohale
April 13: 6th Lent 	         Maryanne & Roberto		Fr. Paul McAuley
April 20: Easter		Art Blomme			Fr. Ron MacDonell
This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

Happy March birthdays:

March 3: Gwen Schauerte
March 8: Adrian Olsthoorn
March 10: Greg Gillis
March 11: Marianne Scandiffio
March 16: Francine Gillis
March 20: Rosemary Gray-Snelgrove
March 29: Jean Leahy CSJ

People Progress Schedule
March: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
April: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
