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Welcome Fr. Prakash
			   
Reflection by Robert and Sheila Barrett

For the Son of Man came to seek out and save the lost (Luke 19:10)

In today’s gospel reading, concerning the woman taken in adultery, there is such a striking contrast
in the way she is exploited by the judgmental scribes and Pharisees, and the compassionate way she
is treated by Jesus.
First of all, the scribes and Pharisees interrupt Jesus while he is teaching in the Temple, and confront
him with a test question to trap him into giving an answer which they can use against him:
‘Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. Now in the Law, Moses commanded us
to stone such women. So what do you say?’
Now a careful reading of Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:13-24 show us that the scribes and
Pharisees were somewhat selective in their application of the Law as it was set out in Leviticus and
Deuteronomy, probably to make their testing question as forceful as possible. In his commentary on
this passage William Barclay tells us this:
‘The dilemma into which they sought to put Jesus is this. If he said that the woman ought to be
stoned to death, two things followed. First, he would lose the name he had gained for love and for
mercy and would never again be called the friend of sinners. Second, he would come into collision
with the Roman law, for the Jews had no power to pass or carry out the death sentence on anyone.
If he said that the woman should be pardoned, it could immediately be said that he was teaching
people to break the law of Moses, and that he was condoning and even encouraging them to
commit adultery. That was the trap into which the scribes and Pharisees sought to lure Jesus.’
As we thought about this, Sheila and I realised that what they were trying to do was to exploit this
situation so that they could silence the Word of God.
Jesus did not reply to the scribes and Pharisees immediately, instead he created a pause in the
proceedings, and gave the scribes and Pharisees an opportunity to reflect, as he wrote with his
finger on the ground. This writing and his challenge of ‘Let him who is without sin among you be the
first to throw a stone at her’, may have prompted them to examine their own conscience. In
response to ‘Let him who is without sin among you…’ we see that they were having second
thoughts, since, ‘But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older
ones… and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him.’
When Jesus asks the woman, ‘Has no one condemned you?’ she replies, ‘No one Lord.’ Jesus then
says, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.’ (Not a threat but an invitation.)
When Jesus says this he is not condoning adultery. What Jesus wants is to liberate people so that
they can change their ways and discover their real value as human beings and as children of God.
Sister Rina Risitano FSO puts this so well when she says,
‘Jesus died to save us from ourselves. He took away the sin of the world. He restored in us the
likeness of the children of God.’
As we continue our journey through Lent, we can strive to become more aware of the presence of
Jesus within us and all around us. A Jesus who has given his life for us to save us from ourselves,
from our failings and self- seeking and self-deception…; a Jesus who is always present to renew us in
his forgiveness and compassionate love. Then we can say with the psalmist, I keep the Lord ever in my sight:
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. (Psalm 15:8)

We would like to conclude our reflection by sharing this poem written by Irene Zimmerman, which
Sheila found as part of her research for this reflection. This poem, as well as reflecting on today’s
gospel, directs our attention to the events of Holy Week.
Woman Taken in Adultery
From the angry crunch of their sandaled feet
as they left the courtyard, Jesus knew,
without looking up from his writing on the ground,
that the Pharisees and scribes still carried their stones.
The woman stood where they’d shoved her,
her hair hanging loose over her neck and face,
her hands still shielding her head
from the stones she awaited.
“Woman,” he asked, “has no one condemned you?”
The heap of woman shuddered, unfolded.
She viewed the courtyard – empty now –
with wild, glazed eyes and turned back to him.
“No one Sir,” she said unsurely.
Compassion flooded him like a wadi after rain.
He thought of his own mother – had she known such fear? –
and of the gentle man whom he had called Abba.
Only when Joseph lay dying had he confided
his secret anguish on seeing his betrothed
swelling up with seed not his own.
“Neither do I condemn you,” Jesus said.
“Go your way and sin no more.”
Black eyes looked out from an ashen face,
empty and uncomprehending.
Then life rushed back.
She stood before him like a blossoming tree.
“Go in peace and sin no more,”
Jesus called again as she left the courtyard.
He had bought her at a price, he knew.
The stony hearts of her judges
would soon hurl their hatred at him.
His own death was a mere stone’s throw away.
Sister Irene Zimmerman (School Sisters of St Francis)
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Date 				    Planner(s) 				 Priest
April 6: 5th Lent		Sheila & Rob Barrett		Fr. Prakash Lohale
April 13: 6th Lent 	         Maryanne & Roberto		Fr. Paul McAuley
April 20: Easter		Art Blomme			Fr. Ron MacDonell

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.


Happy April birthdays:

April 4 Art Blomme
April 9 Kieran Gillis
April 20 David Walsh
April 20 Tony Shaughnessy
April 23 Brenda Holtkamp
April 27 Carol Radbord
April 30 Lindsay Watson
April 30 John Scandiffio 
People Progress Schedule
April: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com
May: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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