People Progress
Sunday Community

May 4, 2025 	 	   3rd Sunday of Easter	             Maryanne & Roberto
	

Link for Zoom Mass Sundays @11AM 
Please copy the following link for the zoom Mass and paste in your browser or use Ctrl+Click: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83018087848?pwd=Yjh4VnV6QXE2MFRzbEZwWUpacmJ5UT09

Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada
+16473744685,,83018087848#,,,,,,0#,,333# Canada

Dial by your location
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 830 1808 7848
Passcode: 333
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kLVKQmbYj
					
Welcome Fr. Prakash
			   
Reflection: © Susan K. Roll shared by Sharon McCarthy

Reflection for the Third Sunday of Easter C		                

Acts 5: 27-32, 40b-41 (RM) or Acts 9: 1-6 (RCL); Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21: 1-19.
It’s approaching that time of year again.  It’s the time of graduations, class reunions, weddings, picnics, outdoor festivals, street events, and just plain family get-togethers.  The time of meeting up again with old classmates, distant cousins, multi-generational family members, assorted in-laws, and neighbours, including individuals that you may or may not remember right offhand.  That embarrassing moment when someone comes up to you and introduces him - or herself, and of course you’re delighted to see them again after SO long … and then it dawns on you that they knew you, but you didn’t know them.  Oh, how awkward.

Or… maybe it’s not the length of time that blocks recognition.  Maybe it’s surprise, or even shock and trauma.  Maybe you thought they were dead.  You really did.  Maybe you were there when they died.

Chapter 21 is an epilogue to the Gospel of John, glued on at the end and consisting of story elements, some of which contradict each other.  It was composed at a later date when both the Beloved Disciple and Peter had passed away, although it is clearly slanted toward rehabilitating Peter.  After Jesus’ arrest, Peter denied three times that he knew Jesus, while standing at a charcoal fire.  Now Peter, Jesus and the others are gathered by a charcoal fire where Peter is called, three times, to affirm his love for Jesus.  But the first step is recognition, and this is the incessant undertone in the stories of Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances in the Gospels, especially in John.  This is the fourth story in succession in which the risen Jesus appears and is not initially recognized.  (Verse 14 reads “this was now the third appearance…” which suggests that the author was only counting the appearances to his group of male disciples, not his meeting with Mary Magdalene.)

Mary mistook him for the gardener.  The disciples gathered in the upper room were simply gobsmacked, twice.  Even in this story on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, they’re not really sure, even though they had seen him twice already.  They’re afraid to ask him who he is, which indicates lingering disbelief.  

Meanwhile, over in the Gospel of Luke, Cleopas and another disciple literally walked with him for miles and heard him unfold the scriptures pointing to the Messiah.  How often had they been with him and heard him teach, over the past three years?  And when did they finally recognize him?  At table, in the breaking of the bread.

The Johannine community who heard this account would have recognized two elements that we identify today as sacramental – the waters of the Sea of Galilee, and the act of feeding with bread.  They might have understood the role played by the words of Jesus, not his appearance, in breaking through his old friends’ failure to see who he was.  

Do you ever wonder how much you might be missing, just inadvertently, in a conversation or an exchange?  Are you ever caught short by what you should have seen or heard in an encounter, but didn’t recognize until later?  Do you ever slap your forehead, so to speak, and say, “If I had only known at the time, I would have reacted differently!”  Maybe you would have perceived the other person’s hidden pain, or confusion, or fear masquerading as anger.  And you might have treated the person, and the situation, with more compassion.

Christians use the conventional language of “call” to refer to an individual’s sense of calling from God to ministry in general, or to a call to serve a particular faith community.  Sometimes we only recognize a call in hindsight.  But I suspect that “call” is all around us.

Perhaps a “call” from the Holy One is rather like fireflies darting in the darkness, a sharp spark of light one second and then nothing.  If you don’t look quick, you miss it.  If you don’t believe your eyes, you won’t recognize it.

Perhaps the risen Christ is all around us.

*Lightly edited from the Reflection of May 1, 2022.

The Liturgy schedule:

Date 				 Planner(s) 			 Priest
May 4			Sharon				Fr. Prakash
May 11			Lindsay and Bill			Fr. Paul
May 18			Maryanne and Roberto		Fr. Ron
May 25			Mary and John			Fr. Prakash
June 1			Robert and Sheila		Fr. Prakash
June 8			Dwyer				Fr. Prakash
June 15								Fr. Ron
June 22								Fr. Paul

This schedule, as always, is flexible. Planners, feel free to switch if you cannot do a liturgy on the scheduled date. Just be sure to tell the People Progress Reporter, so that we all know.

Announcement: Bill and Lindsay
Next Sunday, May 11 is the 4th Sunday of Easter and Mother’s Day. We are suggesting that you bring a photo, or meaningful symbol of your mother, to be shared briefly during mass. 

People Progress Schedule
May: Maryanne Stone-Jimenez: maryannestone.jimenez@gmail.com
June: John MacMillan: met191970@gmail.com

Please send your submissions to the People Progress Reporter by Thursday evening. People Progress welcomes new reporters. Thanks!

Happy May birthdays:

May 1: Janette McCabe
May 5: Lee Piepgrass, Nathan Gillis & Al Sobanski
May 8: John MacMillan
May 20: Angela Blomme
May 21: Simon Paul & Rosemary Sobanski
May 26: Mary Lou Jorgensen-Bacher & Brian Shaughnessy
May 27: Maria Pimentel

Duties of liturgy planners for virtual masses:
Early in the week before the liturgy:
· Call or email the priest to confirm Sunday’s liturgy.
· Prepare or find a Reflection and send it to the People Progress reporter by Thursday. 
· Select readers for the 1st and 2nd readings. 

On the Sunday of the virtual mass:
· Greet the group (Ask newcomers to introduce themselves)
· Give a brief introduction to liturgy
· Read the community response prayers or ask someone from the community to do the responses
· Be prepared to do a reading (if a volunteer is unable to log-in)
· Thank everyone who helped and attended (at announcements)
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